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; TO THE 


' Reheveend | CLERGY 
* And Reverend | 


2 OF THE 


* Church of England, 


e By Law Eſtabliſhr. 


, a 


My Lords! And 


Venerable Sirs ! 


Fo. 
# 14> x 


WYGIIEZ S theſe Animadverſions are made Pub= 
POR lick without the leaſt malice to the Perſon 
| FAT EN of the Obſervator, or deſign to grati= 
- & NJ fie any Faction, or #ndervalue any 
FR Services bis Papers may have bereto= 
| fore done the Church or State ; But 

+ to Reftifie certain things which be has lately advanced, that 

* may ( if they paſs uncontrouled _) prove injurious to the 

'* Honour and Intereſt of both ; ſo they addreſs not to you for 
q Protettion, any further than your Juſtice and Piety is 
þ always wont to favour Truth, And therefore ( bum= 
* bly caſt at your feet) are ſubmitted to your grave and im= 
partial Conſoderations and Cenſure ; as being under God 
and His Mijeſty, the Watchful Overſeers, whoſe 
eſpecial Concern it is (in your ſeveral Stations) to take 


Care Ne quid detrimenti Capiat Eccleſia. 


AN 


ANSWER 
Some late Pamphlets, 


OBSERVATORS 
# In which the Evidence of Sir Fdmundbury Godfrey's being Mur- 
thered by Papriſts,is grolſsly miſrepreſented,and malicioully flandred. 


io 
=, 


L I S one of the Obſerbatozs own Maximes, 7hat nothing bat 
| Print can anſwer Print ; [ Db, Uol. 1. Numb 473. ] There- 

. fore not only excuſable, but necefſary ro Print a tew Honeſt 

; Loyal Animadverfions on ſome late Printed paſſages of his, 
+ which are fa/ſeand ſcanaalons, concerning the Murther of Sir Edmbundbury 

Goafrey. For ſince the @bſerbatoz ( atter ſo many deſperate and vnſuc- 
reſsfut Attempts of others) is pleaſed once more to bring that Aﬀair up- 
*on the Stage, (though not in any Judicial Conrſe or Form, but by way of 

ZArgumentation and Libe/) and make rhat Gentleman's Aſſaſſination a 

© Subjett of his Sport and Railery, and expole the belief of his being 4/14 
" by Papiſts, as ridiculous in the higheſt degree ; ſince he has fo liberally 

'excrciſed his Talent on the Witneſſes, and muſters up a multitude of ima- 
© ginary Contradittions, which he avows rhey politively have ſworn to, 

"&c. What remaines, but that we take leave toexamine the weight of 

= his Allegations, the ccalions, Proofs, Circumſtances, and Ends ef all this 

Zunſeaſonable noiſe and Clamour? And if we find them to have no Co- 
©. lour of Trath or Probability, and that they are meer Maliczons Imput ati« 

Lons ; We hope it will be no Offence modeſtly to r«ll : Je World ſo much, 
© and demonſtrate ye Particulars thereby doing Right, (as much as lies in 

= a private Capacity) to 7/zjar'd Truth, and the Honour of our Country ; 

>» checking the Progreſs of Lies and Shams, and reſcuing the preſex: Aze 

+ from ſuch confident Deluſions as well as preventing their Influence on 

* Potterity. 

{ But in this whole Diſquiſition the Reader muſt excuſe us from that 
© Gaiety of Humour, which uſually ſparkles -in an @bſervator, ( eſpecially 
2 where there 1s any Witneſs of the Popiſh Plot in the caſe) and renders 
his Scribbles ſo taking with the Mobile of #/:1igs ; for there are Gallarits 
that can laugh at T rajedies, and ſcoff even at mziprrency, and Ridicule 
the molt facred and ſerious things ; yet certainly, amongſt all that are (it 
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g20d earneft) Chriſtians, or Loyal Subjects, Murthers and Aſſaſſinations, 
Oaths upon the Holy Evanecliſts, Solemn Examinations before his Sacred 
Majeſty, and his moſt Honourable Privy Conurcil, and atterwards in the 
Houſe of Peers, ( one of the moſt Auguſt and Honorable Conrts under 
Heaven) the legal Proceedings of Swory Fudger and Fart, 1n Cale of 
Life and Death, and the Execution of Coxwicted Mzyrtherers, are matters 
which as they ſhould not raſhly be determined of, cenlur'd, queltioned 
or medlcd with by any private perſons ; ſo much leſs ought they to b: 
made the common Theams of wanton Dro?, and {currile Buffoopry. 

But teſt any already ſhould have forgot, or 1n after times be ignorant 
of the mitere Cantions, v1 ilait and prudent Proceedmgs yled 10 the Ex- 
aminativns touching the Diſcovery of the before-mentioned Gentlemans 
Murther, aod againit choſe Executed tor the lame, and other publick 
Tranſaftions that have fince happened, relating rhereunto ; Ithink it 
convenient 4n the firlt place togive aa briet, yet true and immpasraal ſtate, 
cf the matter of Fa&. 

Oa the 6rh of Sept xr, 1678, Titns Oates C1d repair to Sir Enmrndbary 
Godfrey, being one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, and before him 
did ſwear to his Information rouching the Popiſh Plot ; yer without per- 
witting him then to read the Particulars, cnly aſſuring him in genera! 
tht it contained matter of Tree/on, and other high Crimes ; and that his 
Majeſty had a Copy of ir. On the 28th day of the ſame month two more 
of the {aid Copies were {worn to by the {1d Oates before Sir Edmunabury 
Godfrey who ther would needs keep cone of them, having never beſore 
peruſed the ſaid Intormation. [ See Mr. Chr ftopher Kirkby's Narrative of 
the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Pist to his Majelty , p. 2. and 3. 

Oa the 12th of Over following, Sir &.4mandb:ry going forth as he 
uſed to do, and not returning at night, not being heard of for ſeveral days, 
his Servants, Friends, and the whole Town were much alarmed thercat ; 
But many Stories were induſtriouſly buzz'd upand down about him ; Tor 
cannot but remember ( laith the Reverend Dr. Lloyd, now- Biſhop of St. 
Aſaph, in his Funeral Sermon, Ooh. 3x. which was before any Diſco- 
very made of ihe Murtherers) Ton cap.uct but remember the duſt that was 
raiſed in the week nh a th: ſearch fhould have been made ;, Thoſe Calumnies, 
and thiſ: variens Reports that went «bout it, were on purpoſe 10 binder the 

D:{covery. One r:hile be had withdrawn him{clf for Debr, another while 
h: was Married, 424 not very decently; another whil- he was run away 
with a RKarlot, evez what the Father of Lies pat into their Heads ; at laſt 
when thty xwew w.»:t they intended to do with him, th:y prepared you to expect 
zz by givizs out, THAT HE HAD KILLED HIMSE LE; 
you kaow how impatient they were to have this believed ; told it ſome 
Heu2s betoze the Diſcovezy, that he was fonnd'with his own $wozd 
tizough His Body, others could rell that he had tyoo9 wounds «0%: b:m:; 
1 h:ſc thinzss were found tobe true ſome Hours after. (So far that exceilent 
and Reverend Perſon.) 

For on Thurſday, Ob. 17. near the Evening, the Body ,was acci- 
dentally tound ina Ditch,near Primroſe-Hill, with his Sword run through 
him, his Gloves and Scabbard lying not far off on the Bank, Gold and Sil- 
ver inhis Pocket, nothing miſſing but his Band and Papers. 

| The next day the Coroner haviBg impanelled a Jury, and viewed 
the Body with the Aſſiſtance of two able Chirurgeons, the Inqueſt found 
upon 


S® 


upontheir Oaths, that certain MalefaCtors unknown teloniouſly and of 
> trheir Malice prepenſed, had (izangled and choaked him, whereof he dy: 
 <cd; Whereupoi his Majeſty iſlued forth his Proclamation for diſcoverin 
| and apprehending the Murtherers, with a gracious Propbfal of Five han- 
dared Pound Reward, and Pardon to any, one of ther ſhould diſcover rhe 
reſt. 

Sometime after Mr. W:/l;am Bedlozcoming in, did, {amongſt other 
things relating to the Popiſh Plor) make ſome diſcovery touching. this 
;Z Murther : Butmolt part of what he depoſed therein, was but the wordes 
* of others, viz. what Le Phair, Pritchard, Welſh, Kyins and ancther, 

(all five Jeſuits ) had told him; only as to his own knowledge he {wore 
that he ſaw the Body after it was Murthered, lyein' a Room at Summer. 
{et-houſe on Monday night, O#fcb the 1 4rh. 
On the 21 of Decemb. tollowing, one M:les Prane, a Gold-ſmith in 
Princes Street, and then a Roman Catholick, was upon the [uſpictons-ot 
one of his Lodgers or Neighbours, ſuggeſting that he had lain our of his 
houſe about that rime of Godfreys Murther, though in Truth the ſame was 
a fortnight befoce ) taken up by a Warrant, and waitiog in the Abby by 
the Parliament Houle 1n order to be examined, Bedlo? coming by,” and 
not knowing that he was already in Cuſtody defired that he might be fe- 
cured, and charg'd him posfirively to be conceracd in that Murcher, rc- 
membriag his face again, as being one pre'ent when the dead Body wz: 
7 ſhewa to him the ſaid Bed/oe as atoreſaid. 
Y And the next day, and the dayes following Praxce diſcovered the Cir- 
* cumſtancos ofthe Murrther from his own knowledge, charging G:ra/d and 
* - Kelly, (two Popiſh Prieſts ) and Greez, Berry and Hill, ro have been aftu- 
> ally concerred therein, which three laſt were icund, but the rwo Prieſts 
> andone Vernat (who was charged as Privy to the Murther ) made their 
eſcapes, and to this day ſtand 9»:/4wed for thar Murther and Felony. 

Both B:dloe and Prance were divers times Examined before his. Sacred 
© Majeſty, and the Couucil, before Committes of Lords and Commons, 

7 and the Bar of either Houle of Parliament , and all appeared fo well ſa- 
> tisfied in the Coherence and truth of their Evidence, that the five hun- 
% cred Pound Reward promiſed tothe fir{t Diſcoverer, was accordingly paid 
Fro Beadle, and alſo both their Pardons were granted, and it was rhought 
© fic to bring the ſaid Greez, Berry and H:! rortheir Tryal, where at ihe 
Kings Bench Bar the 1othof Febrwvry, 1679 after a full and fair hearing, 
upon the Evidence of the ſaid Bealoe, and Prance, and upon the Oarhs of 
ſeveral other Witneſles, corrob orating the ſame in divers material points, 
and upon hearing what could be objeted about Prance: pretended Retra- 
Qtion, and what elſe could be alledged either _— the Evidence, or 
for the Priſoners ; They wereall three found*guilty by a Jury of Knighrs 
Zand Gentlemen of good Qualiry. 
® And'tisremarkable, That the Court was fo fully ſatisfied, that when 
he Verdi was given, Sir W;/liam Scroggs then Lord Chief Juſtice, pub- 
lickly expreſſed it in theſe Words : 

Gentlemen, Tru have found the ſame Veraitt that I would have found if 
had been one with you ; and if it were the laft Words that T1 were to ſpeak i; 
his World, I ſhould bave prozourc:d them GUILTY (Tryal. p. 86.) 

Xx And the next day when they were brought to receive Sentence, h1 
—_ repeated the ſame thing to them, when they pretented their [5 


noceneye 


(4 


We ao not expett much from 08, and it is no grea 


in theſe word ; 
gay thx {ifſiow will do us bux little geod, but only for your felves * 


tter ; for your Confeſſio | | 
a _ it not oo becauſe the Evidence was ſo plain, THAT ALL 
MANKIND 15S SATISFIED ; her 


Every one that heard mw Mratcy 
ticular, I have GREAT i 
RY ONE GUILTY [Tryal p. 88.] So Judge Wild in his Speech before 
the Scntence, averrs, T hat they were founa guilty upon a clear and pregnant 
Evidente, to the ſatisfattion of all good men that were indifferent ;* [| Tryal 
"+ 89. 
| diets the ſaid three Perſons were ſoon after Executed , 
and though ( accordingto the uſual manner of perſons of their Reli. 
gion, after Abſolution, eſpecially where the Honour of their Church js 
concerned) they pleaded Innocency to the laſt ; yer, the formal Speech 
found in his Pocket, with the very words whereot he began to harangue, 
and went on as far as he had Con'd it by Heart, which was teſtified by his 
own Wife not to be of his writing ; and in it ſelf ſhewed a malicious 
Spirit inthe Inditer towards the Evidence and the Court, in Language 
above Hills capacity, makes it moſt probabie that their denials were only 
the DiCtates and InjunQions of lome of their Prieſts, See Hills Speech, 
with the Animadver ſims thereon, Printed by Authority. ] 

Here by the way it may be noted, That whereas the P APISTS have 
fince given out that B:yry was alwayes, or at leaſt dyed a Proteſtant, 


[ and if I do not much miſremember, the @pbſervator in ſome of his Pa | 


pers ( for I have weither leiſure nor inclioation ro review hrs Fardel for the 
e-rtain number) does make the ſame Suggeſticn ] the ſame is notoriouſly 
falſe, for he had many years been a Pap/ſt, chiefly lead thereto for Lucye, 


and to get an Employment, as heacknowledged to Mr. Smith the Ordipe- : 


yy of Newgate : *Tis true, he did a little before his Execution declare.ro 


the ſaid Mr. Smith, ——T hat he did not believe many things which the Do | 
- ors of the Romiſh Church teach as neceſſary to be embraced for Articles of 


Faith, which isno more than what many other Papitts will affirm ; which 
ſhews them to be either Hypocrizes, or at leaſt that all the boaſted Cer- 
ta/nty and unity amongſt them is Lies and Cheats ) yer the faid Berry 
neither 1n Priſon, nor at the Gallows, would ever difown the Romiſh 
Church, nor in the leaſt declare himſelf a Proteſtant. 


The whole Proceedings in this moſt we/ghty Clauſe having been ſo ſo- |. 


lemn and deliberately weighed, ſifted, examined and inſpe&ed by the 
hi;h-# 4Authority,and ſo many ſeveral Judicarures,and prudent Aſſemt ies : 
and the Eyes of all the Natiox being from firſt to laſt Ext and intent there- 
"n, it ever in any caſe private SubjeAs ought to acquieſce in a publick 
legal Determination, it muſt certianly be here, | 

But of ſo mighty a ccncernment to the Papiſts and their Deſigns; 
was it to have the Murthey removed from their doors, and ſuch Loyal 
Peaceable and modeſt Subjefts they are, when thcir Intereſt is concerned, 
that they have been reſtleſly imploy'd in throwing dirt and ſcandal on 


* the Government, and its clear and »pright Proceedings herein ; and ſpars 


no painsnor Art to effett it. 


'Tis pleaſant to obſerve by what variety of Tools, and on what 4dif- 


ferent pretences and contradictory Mediums they have moils and toild to 


ſhuffle off the 7»deligible guilt from their Party ; but as the incomparable , 
Pap 11148 * 


e is no SCRUPLE #» th: things; — 


re Tryal hathgreat (atisfagzion, and for my own par; 
ION THAT YOU ARE EVE. 


£, 
« 
ett... A... 
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he Emperour Cayacalla, when he required him to palliate 
> by an Oration the killing of his Brother, 7hat it was more eaſy 19 commit , 
© rhan excuſe a Murther ; ſo_ hitherto all thetr Artempts have been vain, 
I Juſt Providence (as we doubt not, but He, will ever do, that 15 the a2- 
C - Ave of Blu2d, and God of Truth) turning all their Lying and Cratty 
& Tnveation to their greater ſhame and cont ſion. , | 
One of their firſt Attempts, (belides railing at the Witneſſes in feveral 
® Libels) was as I remember, in a Printed Pamphler, Jatituled, KR: ji.- 
* ions, ce. about the beginning of Fuly, 1679. W here by advanciug 
” {vyeral notorious Falſehoods, and thence ( hike our OBSER VATOR)) 
* deducing plauſible, but alrogether fa{a;70ws Arguments, blind hints, and. 
* Inuendo's , they endeavourcd toraile jealouſies and ſuſpicions upoa a 
© Noble Proteſtant Lord, [ The E, of D. ] who being then not only Cor. 
© fined, but under a popu/ar Odiumy they thought (it ſeems) -that the molt 
® *oroundleſs improbabilitics would be believed of him ; The perſons thar 
"7 Fandled that villanous Paper tothe. Preſs, that good Catholick Gentle- 
” woman that Midwif'd it abroad, and diſtributed them, and the Printers 
T Cone that refaſed, and another that did #r) are nor unknown; or if they 
| were, by the thing tt ſelf, rhe Language, Arguments and Scope ; .? tis e-. 
\* vident, that it came out of the Rowen Forge, hammered cn purp ofe to 
ſervea turn for that Party' But the ſame ſoon after being fully dereQed 
> and confuted by the publication of Mr. Kyrkbies Narrative, vanttht like 
"# anignts fatuns, and lefc only a loatb/omſtinth of Popiſh Impucence behind 
> it. [See Kirkbies Narratrve, and the Impartial State of the Caſe of the'E. 
of D. : 
ad this, about the month of Seprember, 1630. comes Mes. Celier,. a 
” Roman Catholitk too, and fluſh with an acquital, ſhe had then late'before 
> obtained on an [ndithmens of Treaſon; the publiſhes a Libel, Intiruled, 
= Malice Defeated, &--. (owned by ber, bur ſuppoſed and charged 
| in Print to be written by Munfor 8 Condemned Popſh Prieſt, then in 
1X Newgate; which was never that I know of denyed or diſproved): where- 
"® in amongſt many other impudent refletions on the King, and the Prote- 
+ tant Religion , and. the publick. Juftice of the Nation: She affirms, 
' Pranceto have been Rake, and griewosfy Tortured in Newgate, and then 
would inſinuats, That all his Teſtimony touching Sir Edwendiary God- 
* frey's Murcher; was by thoſe means exeoyzed from him, for which: Sediti- 
oug Libel (upon the Proſecution of Mr, Robert Stephens, Meilenger ofthe 
: Preſs) being brought to Ttyal at the 0/d Bayly, an Satarday' tlic i mb of 
= Seprember, 680. upon a full hearing, That falſe and fcandalous Allega- 
tion of Prances being Rat? or Tortered, being fully diſproyed. and ſhe 
n ot ſo much as 6ffering the leaſt ſhackow of Teſtimony to make it good, 
ſhe was found gur/ty ; and on Monday the 13rhof the ſame month, Senten- 
+ cedtobepiit on the Pillory threg times at ſeveral places, and fined 1 aoe 7; 
> and fo ſtand Committed in Execution: tl the ſame paid; Aecordingly 
© ſhedid ſtandon the Pillory, and remained a conſiderable time in Newgars, 
and how at laft ſhe beeame diſcharged, I have not inquired. Bur theſe 
words of (the then) Mr. Baron Wefton who chiefly managed her Tryal, 
are worthy an Obſervators notice, (v/z.) | | 
| There was 4 horrid barbarous Murther Committed here, and: which cer- 
Hiinhy did fis the Accaſation of the Plot fuller upon thera | the: Papiſts ] 
they 4ll the Evidence that was given beſides : The Meurther. of Sig Ed- 
| C muadbury 


KW Papinias, told t 


(6 3 
mundbury Godfrey 4 Magiſtrate, w30 in doing of his auty, was mo# bar. 
barouſly Murthered, and BY WHOM #s Zuidencea by one Prance ; It 
hath been the mhole Labour of the Party, to caſt his Murther upon other 
Fi perſons, and take it off themſelves, for they find if that Accnſation Hick upon 
4 them ;, it is a thing of ſo Hainous a Nature, that it will make the Popiſh 
Pa'ty odious to al Min 8:4, And therefore this thiy L abonr at MIGHTL 
LY, and this Task jo: bath taken on her ſelf, &c. . | 

The next that Tampered with this matter, was one Fitz- Hary's an I; 
riſh Papiit, (fince ExecL ted for Contriving 2 moſt Horrid and Treaſona- 
ble Libel) who to ſave his own Stake when deſperate, ofter'd at the 
{ame Game ſtarted by the Author of the Reflections, betore-mentioned ; 
And upon his Oath, there was a Bill found by the Grand Jury againſt 


| one Depree or Depay, (or ſome ſuch name) and the E. of D. as Acceſ. 
L | faries before the Fact ;' upon which Subje&t, the OBSERYV ATOR, Numb. 


You cannot forget what Stickling there was amons ſþ 


141. has this Gloſs | 
the true Prote#ants themſelves, to eaſe the Papiſts of the Murder, and tarn it 
0 upon that Noble Earl, who is known to be 4 Proteſtant of the Church of En- 
| gland, even of the highe# form That the Earl isa Proteſtant, I never 
4 heard denyed, But the OBSERYV ATOR would have done well to have 
Y named thoſe true Proteſtants that made this Stickling to caſe the Papiſts, 
| and burthen. that Noble Lord ; He ſays indeed, Numb. 141. That a near 
| - | Relation of Sir Edmuad, was Fore-man of the Jury which found thar Bil! ; 3 
3 what he deſigned to inſinuate by this, is not hard to gueſs. ki 
| Butas the thing it ſelf is utterly falfe, the Fore-man of that Jury, being . 
no nearer a Relation to Sir Edm-wnd, then to the OBSERL AT OR, wiz. a 
{mall Cozen toboth on Adam's fide, fo upon Inquiry, I cannot hear of 
any Relations tothe Martyred Gentleman, but what (were like himſelt ) 
ſound Proteſtants of the Eſtabliſht Chureh of Ex-1ap1. 
i But what means the man, when in the ſame Paper he ſays, The char. | 
ging of my Lord at that time of the day, lookt as if T HET were ftill groping 
after the Truth of the matter ; And was conſtruftively improved into a ta- 
cit diſcharge of the Papiſts ? —No Mortal certainly, but the Papiſts . 
themſelves, 'except it ſhould happen to be the Dbſervator ; who has 
ſhewed himſelf ſo ready to improve that way any thing ( though never 
ſo inconſequent or Extravagant.) 
[ 2. As to the Charging of the Earl here intended, *tis plain, *twas done 
by Fitz Harzis, a Trayterous Jfiſh Papiſt ; which I ſuppoſe Mr. 
Obſervator could not be ignorant of, being to this day no ſtranger to a 
near Relation of his, who (as I have heard) forfeited what Eſtate he 
had, for being concerned in a certain Scuffle in Treland, between MH 'bip 
and Tory about the year 1641. wherein a ſmall parcel of about two hun- 
dred thouſand Hereticks had theirthroats cut But let that pals. 

The Truth of the ſtory which the Obſervator thus conſtruttively 
improves to a tacit diſcharge of the Papiſts from the guilt of Godfrey's 
Murther, is thus : | 

Fitz-Harris upon his Arraignment in the Kings-Bench for his Trayte- 

- rous Libel, em_g put 1n a Plea tothe Juriſdittion of that Court, becauſe 
an Impeachment he alledged, was pendent againſt him in Parliament”; 
The Court. on the 11th of May, 10681. Over-rul'd it, and gave him 
rjotice to* prepare for a Trl on the ninth:of June fol lowing; On the 13th | 
of May, a motion was made for Firz-Harris to be brought up by Ha- 
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(7) 
teas Corpus to the Bar, to give Evidence againſt the before mentioned 
De Pree, touching the Murther of Sir Edmundbrry Godfrey ; The Court 
rook time till next day to conlider ; And then awarded a Habeus Corpus ; 
upon which being brought up May the 16th, and ſworn ; he was ordered 
* togive his Evidence to the Grand Jury 1n open Court, where he told a long 
X ftory : And the Bill before mention'd, was found upon his poſitive Oath ; 

| what other Grounds the Grand Jury had for finding it, I am not to in- 

© quire ; but if there were leave in ſuch Caſes for Conjetture, it might juſtly 

* be ſuppoſed, that the Jury remembring the former attempt of the Papilts- 

” in their Libel of Reflections; and that -the Witneſs was of the ſame: 
# ſtamp and party ; were delirous to ſee what could poſlibly be offered to + 

® maintain it, that, the Truth might be ſifred to the utmoſt, and the Inno- 

& cency of the Accuſed have a publick Vindication : Whereas ſhould they 

X have refuſed to find the Bill, the Rommanifts would then undoubtedly have 

*Z improved it conſtruCtively to a tacit diſcharge of their Party, and cryed 
out of a ſtoppage of Juſtice. Bur o little -ſtartled was that Honourable 
Lord, that immediately, (as I am credibly informed) he exhibited a Pe- 
tition, that he might ſpeedily be brought to Tryal thereupon. 

Now by what Conſtructiveneſs any Honeſt Proteſtant jhould improve 
=this fair, deliberate, judicial procedure into a tacite diſcharge of the Pa- 
piſts from the Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, becauſe a known Pa- 

Spiſt, in hopes to ſave his own Neck, {wore fuch and ſuch Proteſtants 

Exvere Acceſſary, I am utterly ignorant ; tho yet the OBSERVATOR 

*has publiſhed ic in Black Letters, as a ſpecial hint to thoſe Folks he writes 

unto, or for that they may take more. notice of, and further improve it 
pon occaſion. 

* Only this is further to be noted, That the fame Firz Harris in his Ex-- 
amination before Sir George T reby, and Sir Robert Clayton, March 10. ſaid 
mo more than that Depuy told him, That the Murther was Conſulted at 

indſor ; and that in April, 1680. Kelly told him at Calais, that he was 
ne of the perſons concerned in the Murther, and that the ſame was 

. Hone much in manner as: Praxce had related it. —And the very next 
day was Fitz- Harris removed from. {evgate to the Tower, arid there 

&ept cloſe Priſoner ; ſo that it was impoſſible any of thoſe THET whom 

"he OBSERVATOR ſeems to aim at by the 7 zz/e of rue Proreſtants, could 

t him upon any ſuch villany, as he atterward depoſed touching this 

Altair. 

: Another Iriſh-man, one Magrath ſteps in, pretending, there were thoſe 

* Wat could make it appear, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey Hanged himſelf, 

d that one Mr. Moor (who was Sir Edmunds Clerk) cut him down : 

hich matter being examined at the Council-board, May 26. 1681. the 

Magrath was tound to hold Correſpondence with Mrs Celzer and the 

piſh Prieſts 1n Newgate, touching this matter, though he folemaly 
vewed he had no Acquaintance with them, and the whole appeared tro 

a falle and malicious Contrivance : Whereupon he was required t0 

and Sureties, and ſo that Project likewiſe fell ro the ground : [* See the 

S&-pendix to Thomplons Tryal, printed by Authority, p. 40. where alſo 

n Aftidavit of the ſaid Mr. Moor, utterly confuring that ſcandal ; and *ris 

rted the ſame honeſt Gentleman has lince or lately been interrogated 


Examined about the ſame buſineſs, but ſtill perfiſteth in his former 
imony. 


Ner 
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7 t diſcouraged, ohe Thomſon that Called bimſelf the. Logal Intel. 
_— - —— corumonly ſtyled The Popiſh Printer : How 
juſtly I know not ; bur as I hear, he is at this day ( or very lately wag ) 
FF”) Newgate for Printing Popiſh Books or Libels, againſt lus Majelties Su- 
remacy ; the Proteltant Religion and Government.) This Thompſon I 
about February 168%. And in ſeveral ſucceeding Months, by the In- 
ftigation of Pain and Farewel, the latter of which ftands charged upon 
Oath in Print, to have been a Traftee for the Traptor Fenwick a Jeſuite, 
ſome time ſince executed, [ See rhe Appendix to Thompſons Tryal, Fol. 
go & 51. ] undertakes the bulineſs by leveral Scandalous Printed Lerter, 
to Prance on that ſubjet, wherein alerting many untruths, as that the 
Coroner and Jury were firſt of Opinion, and declared, That Godfrey 
was Felo de ſe, That there were Cakes or Gobbers of blood found in his 
Cloaths, and near the place where the Body lay, That the Cloaths, Belt, 
ind Scabbard, were Weatoer-beatex to raggs, and his Eyes, Noltrils, and 
corner of his Mouth, were Fly-b/own, and 'that his Shooes were clean, or 
glazed with his walking on the Graſs, and Graſs ſeeds obſerved to lick 
in the ſeams of his Shooes; And ( among(t the reft ) alledging all. that 
the Pbſervator now muſters up ( viz, That Bedloeg Evidence before 
the Commuttee of Lords) and P2ances 7 Lclarion to this Gentlemans 
Death, were as different 4s the Eaſt from the Weſt ; for one dogs him ont of 
St. Clements, the other decoyes bim from Charing Croſs ; Owe ſwears he was 
firanefdmith « Handkerchief, mear the Stables, going to the Water-fide ; the 
other, that he was ſmoothered with « Pillow, in a Room in the ortat Court in 
Somerſet-houſe ; Que ſays, that he took Harſe at So hoc ; the other that. he 
zook Coach at Clarendine Houſe, with many other ſuch like Contradittions ; 
And from theſe and the like Allegations, the ſaid Letters raiſed Argu- 
ments to invalidate the whole Evidence, and inſinuate that rhe Gentle- 
man Murther'd himſelf; Which Letters are at large recited in the Tryal 
of Thompſon, &c. [ from page 10, to page 18. ] 

. Theſe pretended Letters were firtt rationally A4»ſwered and Confuted ; 
But T hetwyſon in his JnteUligence, Obſervatoz, News-book, / or what 
you pleaſe to call it) ſtill perſiſting in his Impudence, and-boafting what 
wonderful matters he cou/d make appear by a Cloud of undeniable Witne(- 
fes; he was at laſt ſummoned before his Majeſtics moſt Henourabic 
Privy Council, where having declared his Authors, they were commit- 
ted to Newgate, and Mr. Attorney General order'd to Proſecute them at 
Law ; And accordingly foon after, an Information was Exhibited againſt 
them by Mr. Attorney, wherein after the Recital of the Conviftion of 
Green, Bery, and Fill, uponthe Evidence of BedJoe, Prance, John Brown, 
Elizabeth Curtis, Zachary Skillarm, and Nicholas Cambriazk 5 and the fi y- 
ing of Girald, Kelly and Vernat. . As allo having recited the Ingqueſs taken 
before the Coroner, it is charged; 

That the [aid Nathaniel Thompſon, William Pain, and Tohn Farewel, 
mell knowing the Premiſſes, and being Perſons devilifbly tthed, deviſing, 
practiſing, and with all their Strength, Intending the Peace and commen Trav 
quility of the Kingdom of England to diſturb, and ar much as in them 11), 
the due Courſe of the Law, ta a:ſtroy ſubvert and elude, and the Fuſtice of 
this Kjngdom of England, {0 d:fame jand ſcandalize ; and as well the [nid Miles 
Prance, William Bedioc, Jonathan Brown, Elizabeth Curtis, Zachsr 
Wullarm, an Nicholas Cambridge, «: the /aid Jonathan Cooper, and th 
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T hone# and lawful men Sworn upon the Ingueſt aforeſaid, = view of the Body 


aforeſaid ; tobring into the greateſt Hatred,Contempt, and vile Efteem with all 
the Kings Subjetts to deter, the Kings Subjeits from finking, detefting;\ and 


; proving the Deſigns of .PAPISTS againit ur Lord the K,ing, and the true 


Religion now by Law eſtabliſhed; and impiouſly and wickedly deviſing and in« 
trending them the ſaid Gerald, Dominick, Kelly ,a7d Philbert Vernat from ux- 
dergoing the Pains and Sentence by Law upon them to be infleted, for the 
Murther aforeſaid';. andto.aid and aſſitt them (altho* they beguilty) tobe fonud 
not guilty thereof ;. «7 /o deceive and begiule the Kings Subjetts in the Pre. 
miſ.s, with their Falſe Aﬀfirmationg and Arguments : a»4-ca4/ and pro: 
cure that it ſpould be'beliebed-and eſteemed, 7h. the /ai4 Green, Berry 
and Hill, the Perſons for the Murthey of Sir aomrymen— 4 Godfrey; as afore 
ſaid, Convidted and, Executed, had been Convitted aud Executed Unjuſtly ; 


L * and» that the ſaid. Sir Edmundbury Godfry was Felo de fe, end himſelf had 


Felloniouſly Murthergd : T hey the ſaid Thompſon, Pain and Farewel, their 
»o/t \mpudent- vicked. and diabolical Jntentions to fulfill *und perfett; 
afterwards, to wit, the 23 of February, in the 34th year of the Reion of Our 
now Soveraign Lord: the King, at the Pariſh of St. Mary Le Bow, London; 
with Force and Arms, &c. falſly, «nlawfully, unjuitl, wickedly, and Diaboliz 


| |; cally, made and Compoſed, and cauſed tobe Printed, a certain falſe ſcandalow 


Libel, Entitsled, A Letter to Mr. Miles Brance, i» Relation to the 
 Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ;-in which Libel, ( among other 
things) # comtained, &Cc. [ Reciting then the mo#t material Paſſages of the 
ſaid Libel *] Suns; 

Which Caſe being brought to Tryal, Faxe 20. 1682. after a 'mighty 
"ExpeCtation raiſed by the confident Papers dayly Printed by Zhompſon, 
the Defendants were not able to produce any Te#imony that had the leaſt 


| * ſhew of Truth or Religion To juſtifie thoſe Allegations, but- on the 
& contrary,generally their ow» Witneſſes, made againſt them. For Example : 


Firft, About the pretended Boos, found near the place where the Body 


| lay; One Willan Balſon a Witneſs Swears, that on the Friday coming 


back from viewing the Body. at the -White-hozſe, ( whether it had been 


XZ carryed over Night by the Conſtable, after it was found ({ They ſhewed 
X me in a Ditch where t ey fazd lay ſome Blood, I cannot ſay it was his Blood ; 


bat Tie; affure you, The Blood looked to me, like Blood that was left there, 


d rather thaw any thing elſe, ( Thompſons Tryal pag. 22.) So Mr. Eazinebs, 
& -one of their Witneſſes Swears, T he Blood that was, was ſome four yards fron 


ow the Ditch; 1 put my Finger into it, and ſmelt to it, and it {melt like that 


' -which comes from a Body after a Fortnights time ded, rather than 4 Weeks * 


My Lord ! 1t was Blood and W ater ; the Water will ſeparite from the Blood : 


® Ibidem ; p. 25- { Here note, that probably ſameof the Murtherers or their 
# Agents that Conveyed the. Body thither, after they heard it was fouzd, 


and removed. into a Houle, might privately the next day /ay ſome Blood 


+ near the place, the better to colour their deſ{zned Lye, That he Murthered 


43. 


& bin... * 


. 2; The Witneſſes produced by the Defendants, all agree, Sir Edmund: 


bury to have been Strangled; Thus Fiſher ſwears, He l5okt 1 if he were 


Strengled,: and bis Neck was ſo.weak, that you might twrn'it any Way ;" p. 28. 
So by: the Chirurgeons,. by-them produced, Mr. Chaſe—my Lord !-1 be- 


® tieve he was Straugled, for 1 don't believe, that thoſe Injuries that were offered 
> about himycould be after he was dead, (pag. 23. ) And Mr! Hobbi=—Tpated 
*T: | | ihe | | 


it 


( IO) Te | 
Lord ! Ithought he was ſtrangled, that was my. opinion, (Ibidem) See 
A | nr ay. appeared to me tobe Strangled, «nd"thar which ſrengle 
him was kept about his Neck till he was very cold, (pag. 25.) And t Rt from 
the upper par: of his Neck t his Stomach and Breaſt, was very ntuch difcoloxys 
ed and black, and his mouth was diſcolceured ; Now (fays'lte ) whewever:'s 
manis bruiſcd, whilſt he is Alibe, oz whiff He" ts Warm ; the part after the 
Per (on is dead, will ſooneſt Corrupt, (page 26.) WEE Sin 
7: As for the ſtory of Fly-blows, there was no Proof, but the:contrary; 
hat Farewel would have him ſay'ſo,- but'that: henever 
| 7 


and Brown {wears, t 
did fay ſo; page 24. OW" Sg + 
4. It is obſerveable, that as'Tho»pſ9 in his Libelshad notomitted this 
Topick, now improved by the Dbſerbat02 ; (viz.) The differencebetween 
the Evidence Mr. Beale gave in the Houſe of Lords, «and the Evidence 
that Prance gave at the Tryal of Green Berry ana Hill; So Mr. Farewe/ 
defired he might prove Copres of the Foarnals, And my Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice that then was replyed, Tou ſhall wake any proof you-will,—Bur Mr. 
Farewel, though he cauſed one Stanly to be ſworn, to prove thoſe Copicgs, 
did preſently (tis ſuppoſed by advice of his Council, knowing how vain 
any ſuch thing would be) go off from, and declintd that Proof ;-and all 
that they had to offer being heard, My Lord Chief Juſtice delivered him- 
felf in theſe. Words : 
Gentlemen, 1 did give him [ſpeaking of Farewe! who ſeemed the chief 
Perſon in this Intrigue] /cave to go info what Evidence h: would in this Caſe, 
wet that I thought it material e for if hje could have PROVED NEVER 
SO MUCH, yer his MALICE had bees NEYER the LESS, 29 hve 
gone and aſperſed the GOVERNMENT ; Whathad he-to do to meddle 
with it 2 Towhat purpoſe ſhould he Write Books concer mms the mairers 
of Government £ To jr aduce the oe of the Nation ? T he People had ſufs 
fered as Walefactors ? If they bad /affered INNOCENTLY, he oughr ro 
hve done no ſuch thing as this is, ke did deſi27 1nd would ( mo doutt of 
#t) have been very much ſatisfied, if he could þat:e made but ſome probable 
Evidence that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey kill'dhimfelf ; a»d 1 was aefirons 
ze hear \hat they would ſap for themſelves: Byr you hear what a kind of 
Eviacnce it is ; Not « Witneſs he hath called, bit "tis as mnch againſt him «s 
£48 be, aud does Evince it plainly, that the wap wat kilkes by Strangling ; 
And jo the Evidence was upon the Tryal of Green, Betry 4#4 Hill, zf he 
could have raiſed a Doubt. about it, yet his offence not been | 
fed by it : for aprivate Perſon is not to Arraign \ ext Fe of the 
tion: Bur I was willing to hear what could be ſaid in the Caſe ; whethey a 
a wt my aft = orld, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was #0: 
Urryered 424 you fee how his vedy Evidence hath in &(l $ coufim- 
ed the Evidence that youve hath given, that he was + x pro that by 
STRANGLING, I mnft kave it wth you Gentletmen, they are three 3% 
this miſchief, *tis a Combination of them to affront the publick Juſtice 
of the Nation ; A» har, is the end of it ? The end of it is, tomake peas 
plebelieve there is 10 Popilh plot: Bat it 35 p16, He was Kk/Ued- by ths 
Popiſh party ; 4s .Prance 4pon his. Evidence againit Green; and the 0 
thers AtteFed; But if they could have made it out, That he ited himiets, 
«ll of them would baverryed out, The Popilh'plot wasa Ham,/-974 ins but 
a thi raifed WEM41hicyd6& | = 44 
ng raifedby the Proteſtants agatylt the Papiſts, 4d «1! bc Plot 
maſt have gone for nothing meh, 1 as lea've it wirh you, &e. 
The 
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ZZ The matter was ſo plain; that the. Jury .without, ſtirring from the 
i; found them all three Gri/ry: : 

ET The Priſoners were not brought-to Seapexce till the third of July, 1662; 
yeen which time and the Tryal, Thawpſor baviog in his lacelligence 
© upon himito givean Account, as if Jaſtice had not been. done them)” 
zdugh they: had- as: mich time and hberry- given them by the Lord: 
Wief-Juſtice tocall their WITNESSES, andexamine who: they: would; 
"= they could defite ) therefore for further-ſatisfaRQtion: the following, 
"FFIDAVITS of WITNESSES for the King that attended the Tryat, 
at were - not then called, - were -read-in - Courty: the firſt was'of 
— Waptain, Spence, u 24// black Man, and in perſon very like Sir Edmundbyy 
reg, ;, 10, theſe words h | 


LY $3 "4 
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A Spence's Aftidavits. 
| 'S Richard Spence, Citizen and roger of London, living in A-: 
mandel- ſtreet 1 the Strand, in the Pariſh of St. Clements Dane, i 
She County of Middleſex ; baving. been. twice ſub-pena'd to give EvVi- 
re for the King upon an bmi exhebited in the Crown-Office 
Z2x4inft Nathaniet Thompſon; William Payn, and John Farewel, 
2 &not. being calf'd at their Tryal to give Evidence .m open - Court, ma- 
*&h Oath ;. That «upon Thurſday: 5, tenth day off O&ober,. 1678, 
2@ being the Thurſday . before Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 'was mik- 
Hog from bis Houſe in Hartſhorn-Lane- # the Strand, )as be this De- 
rent was coming from St. James's Market, to go to: his own Houſe, 
bout even of the Clock at night, . there were ther! at the'Water-gate at 
: x(et-houſe, five or ſix men ſtanding together, Who laid -hold 
= this: Deppnent 45 he was paſſing by them, and they: taking hokd of 
"Toth this Deponents Arms, dragged him down about -4 yard Within the 
'Water-gate of Somnerſer-houle, it being. dark; -but one of «the. ſaid 
en, which this Deponent believes to have been HILL ; ( for thet 
his Deponent knew him very well ; as alſo bis Maſter, Doftor God- 
byn ) cryed. out and ſaid, This is not he ; wpon Which they immegiate- 
let this Deponent 20. | 


Jurat the 1oth of July, 1682. _ * © Richard Spence. 


4s Coram me 


2 W. Dolbis. 
Then John Oakly's Afadavit wasnegde- |; 
bs” John Oakly, of the Pariſh of St. Martins .@ the; Fields, |; he 


Pony of Middleſex ; Servant ts Mr. Robert Breeden of Harts- 
f = SINE ns 1 horm-lansg 


- ft c_ 


now ſworn therein. 


(12) 
ſhorn-lane, in the ſaid Pariſh and County, Brewer : maketh Oath, 
That en Saiurday the 1 2th day of October, 167 8. about eight or nine 
of the Clock in the Evening, he was im the City of London, in the Com- 
pany of his Father Robert Oakely of Biſſter, im the County of Oxon, 
Muulſter : And bis Father came wt th him as far as Ludgate, Where they 
parted. And this Deponent going bomewards to. bis maſter, Breedons- 
Houſe, coming by Sommerler-Houle in the Strand, when he came 
near the Gate of that Houſe, which leads down to the Water-ſide,commonly 
called the Water-Gate, which was ahout nine of the Clock at might, he there 
ſaw Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and paſt cloſe by him, and pur 6ff his 
Hat to bim ; and Sir Edmundbury Gedhey, put off his Hat again 
to him. And after that this Deponent . had paſſed beyond Sir Edmund. 
bury, he this Deponent turned about, and looked upon him again, and Sir 
Edmundbury Goptrey ſtood ſtill, and there wasl a man or two 
near Sir Edmundbury : And this Deponent further ſaith, that be. knew 
Sir Edmundbary Godfrey very well, for that be ſaw him- almoſt 
daily paſs by bis Maſter Bredoons-Houle in Hartſhorn-lane, ging 
6r coming from his own Dwelling-houſe, which was alſo in Hartſhorn- 
lane: Ard this Deponent farther ſaith, that about two or three days af- 
ter, hen the Rumor was, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was miſſmg, 
he acquainted his Fellow Servant Elizabeth Dekin, that he ſaw Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey near the Water-gate at Sommerfer-Houſe in the 


Strand; that very Saturday night that he was reported to bave been mſ- 


ſing from bis Houſe in Hattſhorn-lane:. And this Deponent further 
ſaith, that he told the ſame thing to his Uncle Ralph Oakely of the P4 
riſh of Little Sc. Bartholomew, about a week after the time that Si 
Edmundbury Godfreys Body was found, and alſo that he told the ſame 


\ thing, to bis Father the aforeſaid Robert Oakely, ard to [everdl others, 
#1 dſhort time after, | | 


Jurat. 2 F die Junii - E072 < John Oakely. 


1682. Coram me, 
- John Moor, Mayor. 
Note in this Appendix to Thompſons Tryal, P. 43; 44, and 45. You 


may ſee four Afidavits, (viz.) of Elizabeth + Dekin, John ' Breedon , 
Ralph Oakely the Uncle, and Roberr Oakely, corroborating this laſt Aﬀidz * 
vit, andall proving that the. Deponent did, both before the Body was © 
found, ahd ſoon after, relate to them the ſubſtance of what he had 


r 


Th 


2 


(23 1 


The Aﬀidavit of Rebert F orſet. 


Robert Forſer, of Maribone in the County of Middleſex, Efquire 
© having been twice Subpena'd to give Evidence for the King, upon an Infor. 
2 mation exhibited in the Crown-Office, agai/t Nathaniel Thompſon, 
© William Pain, and John Farewel ; and being nat call d to 9ive Evi- 
Sdence in open Court, maketh Oath, That Tuelday the 1 5th of Oto- 
er, 1678. Being the Tueſday that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
Emiſſmg : He this Deponers was a Hunting with his Pack of Hounds, 
Tat the very place where the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
 Rafterwards foun4, and bear that very place with his Funds, and the 

=> was not then there, 19r any Gloves nor Cane thereabout ; the ſaid 

*Deponent further ſaith, that the ſame day Mr. Henry Harwgod,; 
_xequeſted him this Deponent, that he would let him have his Floungy the 
| wo” ext day afcer, being Wedneſday, and he wonld find that Hare they could 
_w_ finl on Tueſday, or Words to that purpoſe : And this Deponege fur- 
ther /ai:h, That he the ſaid Harwood hath ſeveral times ſince affirmed, 
| that be did accordingly Hunt in the ſame place, and beat the ſate Ditch, 
| nd faid, that the Body was not there that Wednelday at Noon, which 


Jzid Henry Harwood is newly dead. 
pF Jurat 1. Die Julii 1674. Robert Forſer, 
Coram me . 


| pl W. Dolben. 


by 


= Aﬀtet theſe Afﬀidavits were read, the Court proceeded to Sentence ; 
Which was, That Thompfſon.and Firewe! ſhould ſtand ix the Pillory at the 
Dd Palace yard at Weftminſter, and each of them pay an hundred Pound, 
K1l tobe imptiſoned till they paid it; And Pais ofily Fined an hundred 
und. Accordingly Thompſon and Farewel/did {tand in the Pillory with 


is Writing over their Heads. 


For Libelling the Juſtice of the Nation, by making the 
Wirld believe, that Sir EDM UNDBURY GOD- 
FREY Murthered hiniſelf. 


But now as if al! theſe things Had beer tranſatted in a Corner, ot 
Were utterly forgot z as. if ſtill. (againſt the Teſtimony -of ſ1 many Re» 
cords) the manner of Sir |E4mur 7 Godfrey's Murther were as uncer- 
wn astheſtory of Brute, or a Popiſh Legend of St. Kit, or the eleven thowe 
«z% E 
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and Virgins, comes the witty Oblcrvator, and.( not to, menrion ſevera] 
cf his former ſquinting refl-Aions, 1a dehance both of Truih, and all 


thoſe wholſome Laws w | 
does in three Papers, one dated S-prember 29. 1684. another the firſt of 


Odober, the third the ſixth of the ſame month, undertake, and by a few 
bold daſhes of the Luxuriant Pen, by his flagle Authority to. Reverſe (in 
efteA) the n hyle Proceedings, : 

But what News does this illuminated Author bring ? Can he aſſign any 
other manner of the Gentlemans death ? Can he diſcover any 9:her Muy. 
therer ? Can he name any orher #/me or place when or where the Honeſt 
Magiſtrate was brought ta his untimely end ? No, he prerends not 70 any 
thins of afl this, for you mult note his general work is #0 pull down, not to 
Edify, to Di2g a Pit, riot to cover it, to amule, and not to fatisfie; If you 
will be but  Courteous to believe, That the 2007, ever-harmleſs, ever-in. 
nocert, exer-loyal Papiſts had no hand in it, the buſineſs 1s done ; But if he 
cannat ſo much as offer any probable Account-of the Murther, nor has any 
new matter to Communicate ; to what purpoſe does he trouble himſelf & 
the warld, or indeed (with all ſubmiſſion be it ſpoken) ' what has his 
Worſbte to do with it at all? Yer Vil warrant you, he has ſome ſecret rea- 
ſons, ſorge valuable (though no good) Cauſes andConlidetations ; but] 
doubt the Reader mult turn back ro the before-recited preamble 1n the Iz. 
formitio#againlt Thompſon, &:.if ever he will truly underſtand them. 

 * of to defile Paper with a particular Repetition of the R/baldry, (as 
he himſelf delervedly caſts his- own handy work ) the Subſtance of all 
theſe three Obſervators, (bating rhe Jewd Expreiſions, as, Let «s h ar the 
Child of Perdition open aga'nit the man of Sin, Gu[ervator 1 41: and the 
like Profanation of Holy Writ) is, to ſhew his Fecultics in giving us a 
new Feffon or the old String, Tuned to his handiby his dearly Ecloved 
Feilow Labourers, Thompſon anJ Farewel ; for though they (Bunglers as 
they were) could make no Muſick ont, he doubts nor but to Tickle it ſo 
ſweetly, thar like a ſecond O-ph-us, all the unthinkiag Buutes and Lo- 
g*rh:ads about Town, ſhall dance ro his Harmony ; The Scope and Sum 
of all I ſay, ts to new'vamp the old bafed Calumny, viz. Thar there were 
Contridiftions in the Evid! nie gitven upon Oath by Prence ad Bedloe,tonch- 
12) £90 minncr aniCircemtences of Sir Edmundbury Godirey's Maurther, 
4nd conf & wently that the whole is 2 F:t:0n, and no way deſer ving Credit; 
Flat the two 1012 liar Witnſſ-c agree not in their Tale, any more 
tran the two Elders, in the Accuſation of chaſt Suſanna: And although 
peither King, Lords, Commons, Judges, nor Jury could not perceiveany 
ting at ail of theſe palpable Oppoſitions, od 'damneble Interferings ; 
vetithe Obſervator, like a ſecond Dal forfoatl, has found: out all the 
Rogaerp: . 1 | 

ihus he tells the World, [Obſervator Numb. 145.] That, Prance 4x3 
Bedloe, are direit:y at pou Lye, and pot. pe. Again, - If four thuxſand 
Parliam ns (90uls believe, Two point-blank Contradictions to be beth 
true 5. <as that's the preſent caſe). {/b9»/d-tezg L-avi rt 1 be excuſed ——— 
Ibidew,-—Ler the 1 :eneſſes te what they will, if they [vear Backwards 
«4 Fot\ards, or 4 frgree up'n any conſiderate Points among them'(s in 5, 
E word not (a5 a Gentleman ſaid, upon better Lizht, and ſecond thnrg htc, in 
this yery cale) I would not 1ſay Hang a Dogg «upon ſuch an 'Foidenn, 
Obſervator 145.—And lo he goes merrily an, prerending to recite by way 


hereon thele former Criminals had been puniſhr, 
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F of Dialogue, Prevzes and Bud/ozs Teltimony ; in Dbſerbato} 142, 142 


& 145. Andaccord ing to his faſhion, repreſrats them as direCtly thwart 
i#2 one another. | 

But notwithitanding' the Obſervator, is upon ſo pleaſant a Pin, The 
diſcreet Reader will coalider of what weight and moment this matter 15 3 
How much the Honour of the King and Kingdom is therein concerned, 
and what Conſequencesatrend it- AS, | 

1. [f Godfrey's being Murthered by the Papiſts can by any Artifices 
be brought into Suſpicion, made a doubt, or rendred uncertain, one of the 
greateſt Demonſtrations of the Popiſh Plot will be taken off : There- 
fore, nothing can be a greater Service to that party, than ſuch an At- 
tempt, and they are theonly people that can be gratified thereby. 

But on the contrary, it chat Murther does undeniably lye at theit 
door, where *is fixed by Law ; Theo -|| theſe ſhuffling iUtga/ Prattices, 
to ſtifle the belief and memory thereof, (as -barbaroully as they did his 


|} perſon) are but ſo many frtſþ and pregnant dArgumea's, both of theit 


guile in that Aſſa/t»ation ; as allo, of the certainty of their HELLISH 
CONSPIRACY, in Subfervience to which, the MURTHER was friſt 
Committed, and ever-lince is ſo daringly eadeavoured to be palliated. 

2, How much it willreflet (ſhould the Oblervator be Credited) cn 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs; of his Sacred Majelty, (known to be one of the 
molt quick-ſizhted and juft+ft Princes living) and upon his moſt Horiour- 
able Privy Council, and the whole houſe of Peers: That they none of 
them ſhould ever diſcern theſe palpable notoztous Contradictions, cthac 
the Obſervator talks of ; for it they had perceived chem, it canoe with 
Our a civil Blaſphemy, be imagined, that they would have ſutered ſuth 
W:tneſſes to have eſcaped «npuniſhed ; much leſs would his Majeſty have 
parted with five hundred -Ponnds to Bealoe, or permitted three honett [7n0- 
cat men to have been Executed on a Teſtimony not. fit to Convict a 
Dos. | 
3. As the Reverend Judges are Members aſſiſtant in the houſedf Peers, 
and fo cannot be ignorant: of - what Depoſitions Praxnce and B-aloe had 
there given ia, fo being by our Laws bound to be (as it were) of Cor#- 
cl with the Priſoners, (on which ſcore they ere allowed to Fee 29x, at 
l:aſt as to matter of Fatt) they feem obliged in Conſcience to have taken 
notice of ſuch Conryid:tions, if any luch there had been; And indeed, 
what the Oblervator would now make pals for Contradictions, were (in 
efteft) Sworn by the ſaid Bed/o: and Prence, on the Tryal of Green, Berry 
and Hl,as well as in their tormer Dep. ſ:j05 before rhe Lords ; fo that 
the matter by him now rak'd up, ( bating his own #27277 ies and Preva- 


* ricattons) were then properly before the 'Court, who were [o lar from 


judging that the ſame did invalidate there Evidence, tl.at they declared 
rhetr Teſtimony to be thereby much frengr5encd ; or could it pollibly be 
tuppoſed, that theſe Contradictions were then. by any overlight unre- 
guarded by the Court, *cis an amizing. thing that np ove F4dze, nor one 
noble Member of the Lora: Houſe, ſhould either. not have the Sa7r6ity ro 
obſerve, or the Coxrege to-xemontitrate to his Vajefty thoſe Incohi ve#7es in 
the Evidcares, and to have belought the he[t aatuid Prigzie inthe Hor id 
tor x Pardon or Reprieve at leaſt» till the matter might have been: more 


tully Examined 
4. How 
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w can we imagine but in all :hat te, between the Priſoners 
Þ. = ndbeg ctins Hull, &c.) and their Tryal, ſome of their 
Friends might have had recourſe to the Lords Jowrna/, and thence taken © 
Authentick Copies to confront the Wireſſes, or that Farewel, &e. that 
alleadged and brought a Wirneſs to prove ſuch Copies, would not hays 
infiſted to have the ſame read, and not totally have declined that Part 
of their bulineſs, if they had not beert conſcious that no relief could 
thence be expe&cd ina Court of Judicature, however they might ſery+ 
their, (or now the Obſervator's) cur», pretty conveniently to ſtuff oy; 
L:bels, or amuſe ſuch of the Rabble as are willing to be deceived ? 

«, What ſtrange Apprehenſions will this be apt to beget in Forreign. ©! 
ers minds of our Engliſh Jultice, if ſuch groſs Ablurdities as the Obſer. 
vatr would make them believe, be ſwallowed in our Courts of Judica'yre, 
and mens lives thus takenaway? And what Triumphs will the aQtive ang 5 
witty Jeſaits hence exe& to themſelves, and to the ſcandal of the P;oze. 18 
flant Religion, in places remote, and after-ages ; and juſtifie all by the © 
authority of rhe Obſervates | 

6. How pernicious and choaking may this bold Example, if it ſhould Py 
eſcape uhpuniſht, prove to all judicial Proce:dings ? For how reſerves ® 
and loath will many people be to give Eviderc: againſt, Try or condemn : 
MalefaCtors of Power or Intereſt ; If after the Law and Juſtice has hag 


irs due Courſe, they ſhall lie under the Laſh and Fxameyn of every Þ 


private Mcycenary Scribbler (for though I have all the Deference 1 ought | 
to have for the Obſervator's Quality, yet in ſuch Caſts and ſuch Vethods * 
I know no priviledge he has above others) if it ſhall remain in every 
mans power that las Confidence enough to write a Book, to Arraign or | 
call torevie\ and reverſe, or brand with ſcandal all the moſt ſolemn pro- | 


ceedings with Impunity. 


Where's the Dignity of the Law, (as Mr. {"Eftran;e ſays well) or the * 
. ſecurity of the State, if every foul-mouth'd Libeller ſhall be at lib:rty to Ara 
7 raign Auth Wits gratis, azd to make what W. hores, Rogues and Traiterrs they 3 
fhaſe ? [| L'Egrange no Papiſt, p. 2.] What Traytor, what Murtherer © 
ſhall at any time be Exccured, but if he have any witty Friend or Con- © 
tederate 1 _—_ may at this rate be Sainted and made a Martyr, or ce- 


lebrated as an Znnocent, 2nd all the Judges, Juries and Witneſſes ex- ary 


poſed even tothe higheſt Odium and Contempt, as often as any Fattious © 


riter has a mind to ſhew his dexterity in managing a Gooſe-qui!l, and 
get money fora Pathphlet ? 

7. The OBSERVATOR ſcems to be the leſs excuſable in that he had 
Receat Examples of the Laws juſt ſeverity againſt ſuch Praitices ; could 
not the thoughts of Madam Celter, and Nathanael T ompſon's Fate reſtrain 
him from Embarking in the like deſigns ? Could he {o ſoon forget how 
a certzin Fellow was notably whipe, and Cuytis pillored and fined tor pub- 
liſhing a Paper reportins that ſame Perſons ated the late Lord Ruſſel's 
Ghoſt ? Was not Mr. Braddor's Puniſhment freſh in memory, for inter- 
medling about the Earl of Efſex*s Death, after the Corooers Inqueſt had 
tound him felo de /e, or Sir Semec! Barnaditt2n's being fined ina great 
Summ for mann (tho* but ina private Letter) the late horrid 
ny i 09 Conſpiracy? If therefore ir ſhall appear that the Obſerwator, 
in defiance to Tr»th, and all thoſe Proceedings, has delibera tely, and that 
in Print, and morethan one or rwice, unneceſſarily, and upon delign, cal. 

led 
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þd into cen the manner of Godfreys Murther, after it was ſct/cd by 
2, and forged Caxtradidtion> (which really never were ) in the: Evi- 
2nce, and flandered the Wz:xeſſes, and by Conſequence abuſed his Me- 
/ty, and the whole Houſe of. Peers.; nay, the Jeſt ice and Honour of the 
ation, and thereby Expoled'it {as much as in-hinxslies.) tq Contempt 
broad, and the unjuſt {candalof lying under the guilt,of Izzpcext Bloos 
t home ; What Animadverſions he ought to belyable to, is with all hg- 
ility ſubmitted to Authority. Nor will what he fubcilly infinnates, 0 6- 
ervator, 145. That neither OATS xor his CASE, mor his PLOT 5s 
«ſame at this day which it was at their firſt zppearance : but the Contra- 
iftions, th: fraads, and the Complicated Iniqutties of Fittion andCanfedracy, 
hich time hath ſince brought to light, have given us afull and tlear d1ſcov.e 
ly of a thouſand things, which to the four Parliaments lay quite out rf (iz ht--= 
IT his I ſay will nor art all relieve the Obſervatoz; for how ze (or re- 
Wher f//) ſoever the ſame may be,' as to the Papiſh Plor in general, 
Ew hich hereT intend not-ro Examine) yet as to the Murther of.. Sir 
Ea munibury Godfrey, T muſt avow, That neither time, nor the +Qbſerva- 
or's Induitry (after five'years ative Endeavours). have got bruught 
| $ ſyllable, one Circumftance to light that may inthe leaſt ſem to in- 
alidate the Evidence, which was not known and apparent at the Tr yal 
df Green, Hill and Berry ; But on the contrary *tis notorious, that «:myu!- 
trade of matters, Teftim24i2s and Circumſtances, Inver been diſcovered ; 
Which every way ſtrengrhen, and abuncantly Confirm 'the Evidence of 
Bealoe' and Prence there given. 4:3 © 
Since therefore ſuch fatal Conſequences, diſhonourable to the King and 
Kingdom, attend the Ob/ervators Swopeſtions  And.that as he 'hatl.no 
Ri2ht, ſo he could have no honeſt Loyal Deſian to tmtermedule therewith, 
even ſuppoſing 'them-true, what then will you ſay, af: they are utterly 
proundleſs and falſe? Certainly next to the Murther it ſelt, or that Cauſe 
hich occaſionediit,there could ſcarce either a more ardaciaus or wi/. 
hievous 'wickedneſs'be attempted. 


Now to demonſtrate that the 'Obſervators'Clamours are as groundleſs 
malicious, ſhall be our next/Eudeavour. X 


And indeed *tis quietly done, for-there is one Continued thred: of Fal- 
acy (or rather Forgery) runs through all his Cobwebb Contextare, which 
zeing once t#eken notice of,” there-will not remain the leaft colour of argu- 
nent in all his three Papers, to weaken the teſtimony ; For wherever 
dedloe ſwears what Lepharr,” &c.\told/him ; the Obſervator very .witti- 

, (but how honeſtly'let othersjudge) 'omits that part of thedepoſition, 

1nd puts it, asif Bed/oe had poſitively ſwore it of his own knowledge, and 
FF 1 herewith'Confronts Prazces teſtimony, and-thentragically cryes. our 
3D Rogue 0 Raſcal! See how they contradict and give each other -the 
Tye. | | 
” is alſo fit to conſider the Obſervators Vouchers ; how does. be praye 
the depoſitions of Prence'and Bedloe before the:Lords? Why forſcoth 
om a certain'Pamphlet wherein'T perceive the Gentleman is well read) 
tituled, Series, which'T-confels, / living +in the Country) I had ne- 
Fer heard of, - till I found ithere {o often cited'; -and thereupon coming 
*Ro London.'and inquiring in Parls-Church-Tard:and. Klett-ftreet, 1 under- 
F {tood 
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ſtood it was a Night-Bird, rare to be met with ; but at laſt I got a ſights 37 

2nd tound it ſo far trom being publiſhed by an Authority, that the ye. ** 
d Bookſeller both, were either afraid or aſhamed to own it, v} ** 
And altho Mr. Obſervator, for the greater cre. ** 


it, 
ry Priater an 
a Mx their Names. 


dit of the buſineſs—Cry es—See Series, or the Journal of the Loyas, "2 
C OBSER VATOR, Numb. 141.] whereby craftily he would inveigle hi *# 
Reader, as if that Pamphlet were the Journal of the Houſe of Peers Prin. 7 
ed, yet the thing it felt hath more Grace ana Modeſty, and has not a word -þ 
of the Lords Journal in all the Title. And inceed to every. Judicious Per. 


uſer it will. appear by its diſorder, miſtakes, frequent Blapks, &c. to 


be only-a Rhapſody. of the Papers then fluttering abroad. in Coftee-hoy. 7 = 


o 


ſes, or the Celle&ion of ſome Sage News-wrirer 1n thote times ; and if ] 1} 
.am not milinformed, was when it firſt crept out ( in $81.) queſtioned by 3 
Authority. To what kind of Animals does this Syre of an OBSERVA; * 
TOR write? Is the man ſwelled to that cotage of vanity as to expe | 


an Apochryphal Anonimons Libel ſhould paſs for Authentick * How does 


74 


it appear that theſe are :rwe Copies ? That there are no omiſſions nor ig. 93 


norant miſtzkes, or willful Forgeries ? Mult the Judicial Proceedings of a 1 3 


A" 


Nation be unravelled;Murtherers acquitted, Aſatſinates skreen'd from Ju- | *% 


ſice, and the deſerved 04/#m of their bloody praCtices; the Reputation of 3 
. the Dead, and Credit of the Living, be villified and branded with Per. Wo 
«ry, upon the words of a Lend Pamphlet, that inthe year 8x. eſcaped 2» 
the Preis in Hugger-mugger ? And eſpecially when the Pamphlet it ſelt, 
coes not pretend to give the words of the Depolitions: For ſo ſays Series, #7 


. 40. Bealoe being brought to the Lords Bar, made 8 large Narrative to thi * 


EFFECT-— And p. 167. Frances being (worn, did declare TO THE 7 


EFFECT feollowing.;—Yet now the Obſervator ſcrews every word of this 
looſe, uncertain account , and thence would run down all their E- > 


vidence. | 


i 
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* 
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o 
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- Butler us for once, and only by way of ſuppoſition, take it for grant- | - 
ed, That Bealoe and Praxce did upon their Examination, depoſe. juſt a; *# 
his Beloved Ser:es relates, yet it will no way Impeach the Truth or Cre- 8 


dit of their Teſtimony ; nor prove any Contrad:i#:0»s therein. For the * 


SWORE POINT BLANK, /o and ſe. As for example, Series, p. 51. Thi 


o 


C. \ 
Fo. 


Deponent then asked Lephair, how they got him thither, and where they found © A 


him? Lephair TOLD HIM, that himſelf Walſh and the Lord Bellaſis 
Gentleman, met Sir Edmundbury by the Kjngs-Head in the Strand, &c. 
; Now this Queſtion——and Anſwer, the Obſervator, Numb, 141. ſup- 
preſſeth, and repreſents Bedlve ſwearing Zephairs anſwer thus : Captain 
- Bedloe gives at upon his Oath, That Lephair, Walſh, and the Lord Bella» | 
ſis met Sir Edmundbury by the Kings- Head in the Strand, croſſing the ® 
Street, about five of the Clock, 8c. 
| Andrhe ſame Artifice the Obſervator uſeth throughout all his Citati- 
ons from Ser/es,which I need not ſtand to repeat, let any man that hath a 
mind to it compare thatBook with theObſerbato2Quotations from thence 
and ifhe do not bluſh for the Obſervator, I may without breach of Chari- - 
ty, Pronounce him inſenlible of-Tx»th or Fuitice, For can there be a more 
palpable 


” 
truth is, however Serzes has uſed them, yet the Obſervator hath groſly $$ 
falfified the teſtimony of Seres it ſelf y,tor when Seri-s is ſo far honeſt, * 
as to tell us, that Bea/oe all along ſwears, -T hat Lephair, &c. TOLD him 3 

0 and ſo; The Obſeroator not only leaves cut that, bur adds, that Bedloe 
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pable Prevarication than to change FiporbeticalAſſertions intaCaterorical, 
and repreſent what Bedloz twears, only as the Relation of others, as a po- 
fitive Declaration of his own Knowledge ? 

So when Series, page 167. mentions Praxce's Evidence, ſetting forth 
the Motives Gerald and others made uſe of to ingage him in the Murther, 
it adds, that he (the faid Prarce) dia conſert thereto ; and the rather ; or 
ſome Malice that he bore to the ſaid Sir Edmunebury-Godfrey, who abs i: tro 
years before, when he was troubled at Hicks- Hall, about Pariſh-d4uties;did zo: 
conſent to his diſcharge, as another Juſtice did ; "but ſaid, The Queen h11 
not power of Protetting her Servants : Whether Prance did declare any ſuch 
thing, depends wholly on the Credit of Sexes, which is not worth a ut- 
ron; but however, the Obſervator has _=m_ altred what Scr:es ſaid of ir, 
and tells the world, Numb. 141. That the reaſon given by Prazce for his 
conſenring was, becauſe Sir Edmundbury Godfrey movld not conſent to 
diſcharge Getald, when he was troubled at Hicks- Hall about Parifh-dutres, 
and repeats that Falſification 2gain, Obſervator 142. which could not pol- 
fible be a miſtake of the Obſervators, being contrary to the Scope, Sence 
and Grammer of the Words, as related by Serj:s ; but was no doubt per- 
verted on purpoſe with « D:f2x to make Prance ſeem tt ſwear ſuch an 
Abſurdity, as that Gerald (a Strooling Prieſt) ſhould be in trouble about 
Pariſh.duties : In ſhort, if the Obſervator had but Printed the ſeveral De- 
pofitions which he talks of, 1nrire, even as they are related by his. Oracle 
Series, it would have plainly appeared, that there was no: ContradiQion 
between the Evidence of Prerce and Bed!oe, but rather that each confirms 
the other, and lays the guilt ofth2 Murtlter more ſtrongly on the Papiſts. 


For, 


x. This variation in their Account, Prazce charging - Gerald, K+ly, 
" Green, Hill, and Berry, to be —_—y concerned ; and Bealoe naming Walſh 


Zepharr, &c. to have treated with him about it, is an undeniable Argu« 
ment, That Prance and Bedloe had no Correſpondence, for had there been 
Confedracy in the Caſe, they would undoubredly have 1aid their Stories 
' more agreeable. | 

2, On the other ſide, this ſhews how zealous the Popiſh Party were 
to deſtroy this Worthy Magiifrate. and how many were privy to it; they 
would be ſure to have Tocls enough, (though the under Inſtruments 
not acquainted with each other, at leaſt till the zobb> was over) that if ſome 
failed, the other ſhould hit.” 

2. As for what Lephair told Beadle after the Murther committed, about 
the manner of their meeting Sir Edmanabury Godfrey and decoying him 
into Somerſer-houſe, and the perſons concerned in ic they were undoubted- 
ly in themſelves lyes ; But what is that to Bea/ove? Who only .upon Oath 


X relates their Words ; I think *tis no wonder, that ſuch as would contrive 


FX a Murther, ſhould iuvent Fa/ſboods ; who ever is well acquainted with the 
Fathers of the Society, and their Dottrines and Prattices, knows they arc 
not wont to be Slaves to their Words, and that their Stories are far trom 
being relyed on as Oracles. ; 
4. But here ſteps in Farewell alias Thompſon's Letter to Prante, with an 
Objection, that Zephair, &c, were under no Temptation to mifinfcrm him, 
I Anſwer, how do we know that? For though we are nor obliged 
to find Reaſons for Jeſuites telling of their Lies, whoare known all the 
world over to be men of 1»trig*e, and might have twenry Crotchers 5nd 


Ins 


3; 
in their heads herein, which we cannot ima ine z yet there is nc 
Debs + Evidence upon Guh, and ſhuffle over 


neceſſity we ihould rather blaſt an : up 
an apparent Murther, then. conceit thoſe holy wen would be guilty of tel. 
ings few Li-s, becauſe we cannot ſee how they were neceſſary to their ſc. 
cret purpoſes ?* However, if we conſider the whote Caſe, it will be caſy 


to gueſs at their Deſign. ; ; 
They had treated with Bedlve to be concerned 1n the Murther, ( tho 


then not naming the Perſon) and he 'promiſed to meet them for that 
purpoſe at So:rſct-houſe, on rhe twelfth of Ottober at night, but failed; 
This might raiſe ſome S»ſpic:0ns of him : However, to !\gage him as 
deep as 'twas poſſible, Lepharr appoints him to meer on Monday night, 


and then told him the buſineſs was done, propoſes a Reward it he would 
help to carry of the Body, and ſhew'd him the ſame, having firſt rold 
him thebefore mentioned long (but falſe) ſtory of the manner ot the Mur- 
ther ; and conjur'd him upon the Sacrament he had Jately received, to be 
thzre agaia tliat night, abouteleven or twelve a Clock, to help oft with 
the Body, which they ſaid they would carry out 77 4 Chzir, and put it upoy 
himſcl/,and that the Porter was to ſit up to let them our, &c. 
vow the deſign of telling him theſe falſe Circumſtances of the Mur- 
ther, might very well be, That 1t he ſhould offer to diſcover, ( whereof 
they might have ſome certain Suſpicion for the Reaſons aforeſaid) then 
he charging ir upon wrong perſons, (viz.) Lephair, Walſh, &rc; They no 
doubt were well provided with Teſtimony where they were all that very 
Niglit the murther was done, and ſo would have thrown oft his Evi- 
ence. 
And finding that Bedloe did ngt come that Men4ay night at eleven of 
twelve a Clock, according to his promiſe, they grew more jealous. of 
him, and deferred the carrying out of the Corps till Wedm/dzy following, 
Which anſwers all the Obſervators Taatl:, numb. 141, & 142. on thar 
SubjeXt, which ke would make a mighty ContradiCt of, jas it whereas 
Prance iwears, the Body was not Carried out till Wedysday night, Bedloe 
ſhould d: poſe that it. was carryed out an Monday; Whereas Bedloe 
I wears no ſach thing, but that they told him,” ors ſaid, they had greed. to 
carry it out then ; bat he replyed, it would be roo /o97, and that eleven or 
twelve a Clock would be better. | 
Aud that they uv ereunder ſome {uchSuſpicion of Bealve,eſpecially after 
his ſecond failing on Monday night, may be preſumed from their remov- 
1ng the Body the next night into another Room, where it had nor been 
before, as Prazce ſets forth, Tryalp. rg 
How much the Conrt was fatished with the Truth and Co-herence- of 
the Evidence, (and {o far from apptchending any Contradi&tions, that 
oa the contrary they judged the fame wonderful Apreeable, as far as the 
nature ol t1e Caſe would bear) appears (beſides what we cited before } 
by theſe words ofthe Lord Chief Juftice' ro the Jury, upon the Tryal of 
C_ Berry and Hill, Fol. 80. It 1s hardly poſſible for any'man to invent 
_ a Story; for Prance ics Ibelieve ; find it is no hard thing for the 
rieſts bp contrive ſuch an Aftion,' bur for Witneſſes to agree in lo many 
mage Circumſtances, wit" oueanother, which had never converſed to- 
get als mpaſibley I all this had been'a Chimera, 8& not really ſo, then Praxce 
muit be one of the moſt »ozable Inventors in the World, & there muſt have 


beenthe mightieft chance in theWorld, that Mr.Bezloe and he ſhould agree 
ſo 
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& d in all things, 4nd #54t the Maid ſboald ſwear that Hilh was there that 
"8Þ1or ning, and that the Conſtable (boutd find the Body juſ# as they bad told 
drance they h1d left him; ſo that apon the matter you have two W it neſſes al. 
pſt imevery thing ; for Mr. Bedloe ſeeing him in the place Murthered, is 
lain Ewidence that the thing was done ; andall the oth:r W itneſſes [peaking 
o Circunsftances, both before and after, makes the Evidence plain, that theſe 
Were the men that aid it And I ſee nothing incoherent in all My, Prances 
x -/timony ; I'v044 no-urge this ſo, if 1 were nts ſat'sfied in my own (on- 
JL. iexce that 1h: Relation is trus. Thus the Lord Chief Fuſtice to the Jury: 
It is tarther to be noted, That Bedloe on his: De ath-bed when he was 
on the Brink of Eternity, and was ſatisfied that his Diſſolution was very 
near, did with repeated Aſfeverations avow the Truth of all his Depo- 
IX fitions; And (as I find it in an Account ſoon: afrer Publiſhed, of his 
X beath, by Randal T aytor, and which I never heard was queftioned or 
*X contfuted ) did to the Right Honorable the then Lord Chief: Juftice 
X North, (nowLord Gu:1/0rd and Keeper of the great Seal) declareamongit 
= other things,7 hat whatſoever he had Declared to th: Kjng «nd Connagl, and 
== the fecrct Committee, and at the SEVERAL TRTALS apon Oath-were aff 
rue wpon the Word of a dying man ; Adding thefe Empharical Exprefſt- 
*X ons, That he expetted no Crown of Martyrdom for !ying, as the Papiſts did ; 
: ut nhit he ſaid was ſincerely tru*, as he was (hortly to appear b:fore the Great 
= Febouah, the Maker of all Fleſh ; where he ſhould #and with & clear Comſci- 
"5 ence, «s tO all matters of the Plot, wherein he had grven Evideue, — This 
X was Monday Auguſt 16. 1680. and growing weaker and werker, on Wed. 
= +/dey Night was taken Speechlels, bur on Thurſdiy night his Speech be. 
Z ing reſtored, one ſtanding by, again asked him, If he were [art5fied 12 his 
I Conſcience as t0 hat he had [vorn? To whom he Anſwered, Thit as he 
hoped for Salvation, all that he had ſvorn about the Plot, was Juſt and true ; 
Bond that he had rather Omitted than Augmented any thing he: had given in 
#ZEvidence, This heſpoke the very Night before hedyed, andatterhs h2d 
®been in a Trance ſeveral hours ; the next-day Avg/# 20. 1689. about two * 
Zof the Clock inthe Afternoon he expired. 
And {o notorious in Briſtol was this his laſt Aſertionof the Truth of 
his Evidence; That there were Eſcutcheons fixed on his Hearſe, with 


his Inſcription in Black Letters, in a Field Argent. 
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ft T: ſtimonium quod vivens Exhibuit, Moriens con{Fanter Ovfirmavit - 
| The Teftimony which he living Exhibited, dying be conſtaxtly did Confirm 


# And is it not hard, very hard, inhumane and ancharitable, as well as 
Hold and refleCtive on the pubiick Juſtice, for the Obſervator (now four 
Fears after this Perſons death, and near ſix ſince the manner of Godfreys 
"Murther' was ſettled by Law,) to come with the Negromancy of a Com- 
pany of palpable Tricks, actuated and raiſed by the Demos of Drollery, 
#0 load the deceaſed with opprobious Names, and rencer that Solemn 
eſtimony of his, and all thoſe Reverend Authorities that gave it Cre- 
it, Contemptible, and Ridiculous, and as much as in him Lyes } 
aions * 
* As for Pr4a»ce the other chief V'Vitneſs, he being as much a Stranger 
*to measthe Obſervator'himſelt; I love not to make needleſs Apoto- 


Feics for People I am acquainred with, only TI cannot bur obſerve. 
G ” us gn 
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r. That the Obſervatoz las moil'd and roiPd moſt heartily for ſome 
years to Blackez him, but after all.-I do not ſee that he has ſo much ag 
Charzed him with any thing that can be pretended to invalidate his Eyj- 
Jence; and if he cannot do /þ:t, all the reſt is 1mpertinent Libelling, even 
{uppoling the-matrers WCTe true. _ 

2. That the Obſervators common places againlt Prazce about By. 
Skrews, cheating her Majetty in the Antipendium, wen are wholly ictious 
aad ſcandalous, I am confident ail men of fence witl conclude, thar ſhall 
read the Book {et forth by Praxce abour Ch-1ſtmas lalt, intiruled, z Poſt. 
ſcript ro the Obſervators tirſt Volitm:, ©. W herein thaſe Clamours are 
1o tully, modettly and undeniably Confuted by Reaſon, Aﬀidavits, and 
all kind of Competent Provts, that it was a plain Demonſtration, how 
unable the moſt witty Slan lers are to ſtand before plain naked Truth;and 
mult wonder at the fore head of an Obfervator, that can repeat thoſe bat. 
fed Calumaies, after he was therein fo clearly Convicted of Falſhood 
and Scandal). Eb | 

3 *I1s the molt accountable thing in the World, That Prance bred a 
Romanift almoſt frum his Cradel, ſo zealous in that perſwaſion, all or 
moſt of his Relaaticons ſuch ; A man- who had his whole Trade and 
Dependency on that Party ( For beſides 11S work at her Majeſties Chap- 
nel, which was very conitderable, the main of Iis other Imployment 
came from Prieſts and Papiſts) And a Tredeſman of Subſtance in the 
World-: for he ave:rs, and makes 1t very probably appear, 1n his Book 
beiorc cited, P. 5. 7 hart Hb» was worth a [ houfana Poxnas when taken,(and 
conkequently might periaps be a better man 1n Eſtate than ſome Obſer. 
vators at that time) And that he came cot in for Lucre of moneys, ap- 
peers likewiſe in that he id not take the Advantage of his Majeſties pro- 
miſed Reward of 500/ but ſtood our fill till he was taken, anc charged ; 
Nor is it ſo much pretended, that he then received auy Afﬀronts from 
his own Party, the Romans; but was 1n great eltcem with them, ſo that 
it could not be out of Mal-ce or Revenge ; I ſay *tis the moſt UNIMAagina- 
ble thing in nature, That a perſon thus Circumſtanced, ſhould fallly ac- 
cuſe him;{-If in a molt deteſtable Murther, and contratt the guilt of three 
innoccnt i.cns Blood, and bring a {cardal on that Church he then loved 
io well, ro the apnarent hazzerd ct his Life and Credit, and Deſtruftion 
of Temporal Advantages; if it had not been upon the horrors of Con- 
ſcience and Convittions of Tr th, it muſt certainly be impoſſible he ſhould 
have done all this, 

4. Since the Obſcrvator 1s ſo zealous 1n his Repetitions,that to ſupport 
13 vain Shams, he recites Oblervater, Nnmb. 148. 14 5. and again, 169 
what he had morethan enough ſaid Nz#b. 141. I hope the Reader will. 
p2rdon if we briefly Recapitu!ate here the ſeveral Evidences that have 
-C oroborated the Truth, end makes it as conſpicuous as the Sun in his Me- 
ridian Luſtre, that Juſtice Godfrey fell by Poyiſh hands, and in that man- 
ner Praxce relates. 

1.*Tis molt plaiv, that Sir Edmundbury wes apprehenſive of his being 
Ailſaſſinated by Papiſts, Eſquire Robinſon » Prothoxetary of the Com- 
mon-Pleas , A Gentleman of unqueſtionable Reputation , depoſes 
politively, that on the ſeventh of Ofobry, but five dayes before the 
Murtier ; Geafrey diicourſing with him about the P/or, and the Exami- 
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A E nations by him taken, ſaid he ſhould have little thanks for the ſame, and 

* that he was atraid the Depth of th: MAaFFEY WAS not found 08k , and then ad- 
ded theſe obſervable Words, -—— Upon my Conſcience, T believe I (ball be 
the firſt Martyr. 

Secondly, That both Greer and Hill had been at Goafrez*s houſe, the 
former ahout a fortnight before, the latter, on rhe very morning that he 
was miſhng, (agreeabte to. Pr:xc:'s Evidence of what they had told him) 
W 15 {worn by Sir Eaz-d>ury Godfrey's Maid Servant Elizabeth Curr; : 
& who allo ſwears, that HH: had on that morning, the very {ame Cloaths 
Z which he wore at the Bar, and he acknowledged that he had not change 
8 ed his Claths, Tryal page 40. She alſo depoſeth, that others about tha: 
|time, came to their houſe with ſtrange notes, which her Maſter Sir F4: 
mninay laid, he did not know what ro make of. 

"Thirdly, The latimacy of Gera/d, K-l/y, Gre:n, B:rry and Flll with 
= Prance, and their frequent Meetings at the Pl/oy- Ak hoxfeabout tha: tims 
1s proved, both by the Malter of the Houſe, and his Servarts; Try al 
=X page 4t, and 42. ; 
® Fourthly, That Sir Edmnundbury Godfrey's Neck was broken ; And that 
*X rhe Wound or Wounds given by the Sword, run through the Body when 
Y founy, were not th: Cauſr of 5:5 Dath; That oe on then a Flannel 
= Waltcoart and Shirt, neither of chem, or any þf his Cloaths were pene- 
| trated, is teſtified Ly two abfe Chirurgeons that viewed the Body. 

FX Fifthly, Thar Sir Edmndl ry Godfrey about nine of the Clock, Ofto- 
© ber, 12. 1678. (the very time Prance mentions) was ſeen come along the 
Fu Strand by Som:rſet-houſe, and towards the Watcr-gate ſtopt to ſpeak 
XZ wich ſomebody, lee O:t/ys Affidavit before recited, 

2 Sixthly, That the Body of Sir Edmundbury Geafrey in the Ditch or his 
Stick and Gloves on the Bank, where he was found on Thr/day Evening, 
verc not there on Wedneſday, See the before recited Aﬀidavit of Squire 
= Fo4/ct and Nathaniel Thompſons Narrative, Printed on his own view. and 

Zwricten by his own Directions, Immediately after the Bedy ſound, reci- 
ated in T/ompſens Tryal Fol. 49. Though afterwards the ſame 7homp/o 
35 before-mentioned, had the Impudence to publiſh Libels, not only.con- 
Ztrary to Truth, but even his own particular Knowledge, and Printed han- 
y-work. 

F Seventhly, What Praxce had long before declared of the Meeting at 
FP» atrer the Murther, and reaping the Paper of the manner of Sir E4- 
Ep:unabnry Gosfrey?s Murcher, is wholly Confirmed by two Witneſſes, and 
particularly, by Evan, belonging to the houſe, who ſwears that rhey 
pull'd our a Paper and read it, and named Sir Eamuunaiury Godfrey's mame, 
nd whilſt he was at the door, ſomebody cameand threarned to kick him 
own Stairs— Juſt as Praxce ſaid in every particular. Conſider all theſe 
and many other Circumſtances, in the Tryals of Green, Berry and Hil, 
zof Celier and 7 hompſon, &c. And let any reaſonable man judge, whether 
There be yet any doubt tobe made by whom or how Godfrey was Mur- 
hered ? Eſpecially if he at the fame time refleft who and of what ſtamp 
he only Perſons are, that have endexvourcd to render it dubious, (viz ) 
n Anonimous Paper of Refletions, famous Mrs. Celiers, Firs Harris Ma- 
74th, both Iriſh Papiſts, the now-more-then ever notorious Thompſon, 
Farewel, &c, and afterall, tho moſt bold, and yet (tothe praiſe of the reſt 
; hy Iatrigners, be it ſpoken) in this matter, the moſt empty and trif- 
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Upon whoſe Papers (on this Subjet) unworthy a Gent!enans Pen, 
I ſhould not have beſtowed fo much pains, did I not obſerve, how much 
they are Cryed np, and greedity ſwallow*d by many halt-witted people, 
that eſteem every thing he writes as Authentick as ſacred Oracles; and 
thiak all chat oppoſe or dereCt his Scandals of any kind, muſt needs be 
Piinaticks, Whizgs, and Enemies to the Church of En2/and as by Law 
Eftabliſht. 

Now what a friend to the Honour of the Government the Obfervator 
is, has partly appeared in this matter ; And what regard he has to the 
Charch of Exg/ard, his Outrages and Reflections on ſeveral Worthy, and 
every way Conformable Divines, may Evidently Domonftrate ; And 
eſpeciaily the wholc Scop- Ol molt of his late Papers wherein pretending 
to expole an Imaginary {rimmer for the Dilſenters, of his own making ; 
he himſe'f really acts broad-taced, 4 1 rimm. xs par? for th: Pap ſts. 

?Tis far from my intent» (who have been E-ducared in, and eſteem it 
my greateſt honour and happinels to continue a Son of the Legal EZ 
Ei/bt Church of England) to eſpoule the Caule of Sc {mar 'cts, of either 
fide, (for ſuch rhe Papitts are, as well xs others) Bur as all the Work; 
knows that gord Church (like every Verrue lying betwecn Extreams) 
has many years been troubled with two ill Netgi;bours, the one aiming 
at her Throz:, the other renting off ler Garments; I mein the Politick 
Faction ( for I can ſcarce aiford ut tie name of a Churc't ) of Rowe, cn 
the one hand, and Proteſt-at D-{jeaters ( under ſeveral Denominations ) 
on the other; The former quzrrelling with her Do@#rives, UV, chirching 
h-r, and-— Denyirg Prici#thood to ber Biſhops and Megiſters ; nay, even 
JSalvaticn 10 any one 0f hoy Members. 1ving ang dying {uch: The latter (tor 
the moſt part) owning her DoCtrinals Church.ſhip and Miniftry, and 
(as far as I know) 2-e of them denying the poiſibility of Salvation to 
her dying Members, bat {crupling certain Ry7es and Ceremonies (0n all 
ſides amongſt us held to be Ind:fferenr) which they pretend or tink, are 
without ſufici nc Wairant from Gods Word enjoyned, or made neceſſa- 
rv ro Communion with her. And on that, or ſome ſuc like ſcore, alledge 
they dare nor joyn themſelves with and in her, 

Now as it ſcems not very difficult co derermine, wh:ch of theſe is, or 
ought to be accoun ed rhe wor{t, moſt dangerous and Irrecoxcilable Enc: 
my torhe Church of Ezg/an4; fo it 1s molt ſu.nicious, that a perſon that 
pretends to be the exeral Champion for the Church [as well as State) 
yetdefends her but on oc fide, and whilft he $kirmiſhes her own Revolted 
or diſaffected Infantry, takes nonotice of the other 21 51mmin Hoſt of 
her old avowed and inplacable Adverſarics, nay, one that whilit he 
fAlouriſheth fair Colours of zeal for our Church, makes it his bufineſs to 
raile Mstinies in her Tents, and is highly beloved and applauded in, if 
ke hold not Correſpondency with that formidable Camp of her Enemies; 
whom he never engages, but upon all occaſions, rather appears a Media 
tor, a Panegyriſt, or an Advocate ofand for them ; Tis very ſuſpicious, 
that ſuch an Undertaker 1s rather a Spye than z Champion, an Undermis 
xer or Betrayer of the Proteſtant Church, to which he pretends, rather 
then a Cordial lover or Aﬀerter of it. I deſire not to be believed upon 
Nude Averments, or partial, wreſted, falſe-applyed, or imperfe£t Senten- 
ces ; let every man that wears the Name of a Proteftant, make bur uſe 
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= of. his own Eyes, his own Ears, and what Reaſon ant Jada2meat God 
=hach lenc bim, upo.1 thele Words of the Obſervator, Yol. 2, Numb, 145. 
ir v.. : 


Trimmer. Do not the Papiſis hold it Lawful, nay, a11a Point. of Duty : 
$0 deſtroy the Hereticks * St: 

Obſcrvator. The Argument flies in the face of ye ; for'tis #be very Princi=, 
le of the Phanaticks, 4zain/# 1h: Papiſts; But 77 one word, to make @ 
2D opilh plot on't, you »/? fir prove the Fact : Secondly, The conmruity-. 
ff that Practice 70 the. Poſitions of the Papiſts. not to the Poſitions of here 
and there a'man, 4: :04e Authoritative Poſitions and Conclnſious 
of the Romiſh Church, 4»4 thc Conform Sentiments of the Members in Genes 
ral of that Communion, 4% C 

Trimmer, 1s not all this PROVED clearly ro ye? ©, ©: 

Obſervator. No, No, NOT AT. ALL, zor. CLEARLY. 


5 
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X Theſe are the very Words of the Obſferyator, and whether the moſt 
Wwity Feſuite in Europe, could have Trimw'd it away more clevery-for the: 
ZP apiſts, is lefr ro every Proteſtants Conhiedration, 2 V6 nat 
X. 1. Tis here afſcrted, that the Phanaticks hold it lawful, nay, a Poinrot; 
ZDucy alſo, to deſtroy. Papiſts , — Now it may be worth. while to inquire; 
whether the Obſervator had not a deſign ro brand all Proteſtants, :: parti: 
ularly, our Engliſh Government, for making tlie neceſſary Penal: Aaws : 
zoainſt che Papiſts , ior I challenge him to prove or inſtance in any [Pro-. 
ſtances, either of the Church; or 'Diſſenters from . ir,” uſually catied Pha- 
aticks, that ever held or declarcd it lawful to deſtroy jor-take awy-the: 
Lives of. Papiſts , as, or becaule:they were ſuch: - I ſay, :ler him name any 
8 chat hach ſo done, not to rye him up to Authoritative” Folicions, !and: 
onform Sentiments in general, which he requires, where he:tcars che” Romans! 
nay be pincht. T29, ad 1 
Bur on the other fide, that the Modern Church of 'Kome holds: ic Law- 
[, nay 2 point of Duty, to deſtroy all that ſhe' calls. Herelicks ; and -this : 
or only by their publick Magiſtrates, in Judicial Decrees and Sentences;; 
MHuc if char cannot be obtained, by any: Private Hand,'(thatiis) by Clan- 
Zciine Murthers and Afſaſſinatious; and this too not: only againft»pri-; 
Wate Subjects, but Princes, (even rheir own) that are - Hereticks.,, and 
at the Church of Rowe, anc her particular Members, with: ber Appio- 
tion, have practiſed accordingly, is ſo nororious to every man'tollerably ac-. 
bainted with the Roman Canons and Decrees, or Hiſtory of Europe for 
2-(c laſt ſeven or eight hundred years, , that roſtand {long in proving it, T 
ar would render me ſuſpected to be like the Obfervaror, one that: has 'a- 
andance of Leiſure, and Scribbles for ſo mnch a Sheer, __— 4 
Bur leaſt I ſhould ſeem to thole naverſed in Chyrch-Hiftory (who:I per- 
ive are the Obſcryators Admirers) to ſwagger over (by this general charge) 
War 1 cannot prove, be pleaſed to take theſe few. Teſtimonies, (from a- 
> Wongſt 2 thouſand more thac I could offer) and thoſe too from asgood Law, 
and as Authoritative as any Edids of that Church. a 
1. That the third Council of Zateran, hcld by Pope Alexander the third ; 
26 che fourth held under 2nocert the third : [And the-Council of. Conſtance, 
Wl which are owned by the Romanifts to be gcneral Councils) do.decree, that 
gc Goods of all Hereticks, if chey be Lay-men, ſhall be Conffcated. 
y.1 H 2» That 
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2. "That Hereticks ſhall be 1mpriſon'd in Fetters and Iron Chains riit 
che Church have. paſſed Sentence on thein. Council Conſtance, Seſſion, 45. 
By the fourth Laterar Concil, all Kings, Emperors, &c, at? commanded 
to Expel and Extirpate all Hereticks ont of their T erritories; And adds, 
thact it any Temporal Lord neglc& to do 1, he ſhail be Excommunicatec. 
and if he ſtand ſo one Year, then the Popr may pronounce his Sun;c&s 1 
be diſcharged from their obedience, and Exv0l{c his I crritorics to be enjoyed 
by Catholicks, whe having exterminaccs © Hercticl:s, ſhall poſſcts j; 
without | all Contradiction : And morco at 7.) wh: yider this 
Badge of che Croſs will fer themfclves to Keot v4? 117711075, thall: have and 
cnjoy a full Remiffion of tall heir Sins, | 

3. ' hat Hereticks ſhall be ducly puniſhc by |. 5ecalar Fudge, they thail 
take them away by a Darmnable Death, ſays :nother of thcir Decrecs, 
Conc. To. 1i.p-619.] andio was, and tOchis day is, the conſtant PraRice 
in Italy, Spain, &c. 

4. Thar Perſons, yea Princes, upon the Charge, and cven the fupp9 
of Hcreſy, or.w here the intereſt of Holy Church hath required ir, may % 
Murthered by private hands, . appears by the Aflaffination of two Freich Mo. 
narchs in the laſt Age, various attempts againſt Queen El:zaberh, and rhe 
matchlefs Gun-powder Coz;ſp:racy againſt King Fames ; molt of which Treal ns 
were promoted and approved of by the Pope, and ſome of the Traytours þo- 
nourcd as Saints by their Church , not co mention a chouſand other” and ſon: 
more near iaſtances, which che Obſervator ſhall hear of, whenever he cails 
for them, if he dare conteſt this point. 

2. The Obſervator lays-——— To make a Popiſh Ploe, you muſt Firf 
prove the Fact, Numb. 145. 

Anſaer—Good Sir! Ar whoſe Bar * The King and his Council, ard 
the Lords and Commons of England in four Parliaments, have hcard the 
Proofs, and upon a ffri&? Scrutiny, becoming their Wildom, and the weiohr 
of the matter, were ſatisfied, and have declarcd it a Popith Plot, and an 
horrid and damnable Plot rao; But ſtill Mr. Trimmer-maker, Mr. I knor: 
not who of an Obſervator, it Teems is not ſatisfied. Lit him bu kave 
the ſcanning of it over again, and he, by the art of Legerdemarn, and 7+:- 
fee begone, will make nothing on't : what pity 'twas that he was o :t «f 
the way, or loſt in a Dutch Bogg, whilſt cheic matters were under rhe 
conſideration of our Supreameſt Councils and Judicature, that He, ttc 
ONLY HE in the World that could do the Fear, was not here co © 
lighten us. 

Bur, Alas ! this inſpired Man was abſcat, and who knows bur three cr 
four thouſaad Guinics in 79. might have ſatisfied his Hungry Scruvles :5 
much on the one ſide, as the like ora greatcr Illumination did 1n $ 3 and $2, 
on the other. | 

3- Tomakea Popiſh Plot on't, the Obſervator ſays we muſt prove th! 
Congruity of that practice (| of Plotting and Deſtr:ying Hereticks he mcan+ 
to the poſitions of the Papiſts, wot ro the poſitions of here and there a M111, ut 
to the Anthorative Poſitions and Concluſions of the Church of Rome, and the Cor- 
form Sent iments of the Members ts general of tha' Communion, and THIS (he (7) 
1s mot clearly, nor at all proved. : 

This Paragraph is all over the Quintifſence of St Omer, Trimmine, 
Shazming, Lies, Scandal and Prevarication, all cloſe heaped uy rocerher. 
Firft, here is the Innocency of the Church of Rome's Principles ſſertes, 

Second!,, 
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Secondly, All the Modern Divines of our Churcl:, that have oppoſed Po- 

try, [candalized as Dances, that underſtand not theu Advertaries Do- 
Qsines, nor able to prove what they themſelves have generally alerted, 
but ſuch ill men, as wilfully flandercd che Papifts in that mazeer, 
Thirdly, Here's the 0/4 Fu7gle, whereby Papiſts hayc cndeayourcd to folve 
or excuſe the odious Tenets 0: their Scho 1lmen and other Writers, when 
they do nor find it for their tn 10 juſtifie chem, (vis.) Thar they are 
che poſitions of Private Men nov owned by the Church, Fourthly, He 
makes it impoſſible ever co prove « Poprſb Plot, unleſs we can prove the 
Coagruity thereof, nor on!y to the Authoricative Poſitions of that Church, 
bur alio ro the Conforu: Sentiments of the Members in general. of that 
Communion . And at this Rate when ſhall we have done ?' If we muſt 
Summon all the Papiſts 'in the World, ro know their Sentiments, when 
not one ina H1ndr:d, nay a Thouſand of them ſcarce, know what they 
hold them.clves. 

As tothe firſt and ſecond: of theſe particulars, viz. the Roman Prin- 
ciples, or That char Church holds it lawful, and a piece of duty to deſtroy 
Hereticks, *tisan amazing thing that any man in a proteſtant Livery, 
ſhould have the Confidence todeny ir. or to averr at this-time a day, 
that the ſame is not clearly, no x0! af af proved. 


+ 4D 
F, = 
v4 
by #3 

\ 
; 
© 
; 


Que Rer:0 interris noitri, non plena Cruoris f 
What S$tot of Ground in all the world is free, 
From Blaody Marks of Papijh Cruelty * 


The Learned Dr. Moor (Divine Dialogues, p. 161.) gives a ſpect 
men of Roman Catholck good Nature Pope Julius the Second (faith 
he) by us pragmatical planting and pulling up, and Tranſplanting, is ſaid to 
have bees the occaſton of the Slaughter of Two Hundred Thouſand C _—_— 
in the ſpace of Seven Tears, That one Popiſh Maſbacre of France, within the 
ſpace 4 Three Months, amounted to an Hundred Thouſand, Nay, P. Peri- 
= onius avers, That in France alowe, in that great Perſecution again(t the Al- 
© i-ingenles aud Waldenſes, there were Murthered no leſs then Ten Hundred 
=X Thouſaud Min, From that tine to the Reformation, no ſmall Number 
= was made away by the Sword, by Fite, and other Tortures, from the 
8 c2inning of the Order of Feſuits, till the Tear 1580, Balduinus reports, 
"8 That there were about Nine Hundred Thouſand of the Orthodox Chriſtians 
= lurthered: That is, withis the ſpace of Thirty or Forty Years , within a few 
Tears in the Low Conntrys alone, the Duke of Alva cut off by the Hand of 
the Hangman, Thirty Six Thouſand Souls of the Proteſtants, and the Holy In- 
uiſition, ' as V crgerius Witneſſes, (one well acquainted therewith) in leſs than 
F Thirty Tears (pace, conſumed a Hundrid and Fifiy Thouſaud, with all manner of 
_ Eruelttes: Inſomuch as that Learned and Fudicious Perſon, Mr. Joſeph 
* Mcic, zs ef opinion, that the Papal Perſecution does either equallize oz exceed the 
8 D:/tru tion of Men mad: upon the} Church, by all thoſe Ten Famous Perſecutions 
wid: the Pagan Emperors , and yet there has been a C onſiderable Acceſſion 
maze ſince 19 this Bloody Catalogue, in Piedmont, and Ircland, if not in other 
| j42'es. LOlarthat Learned Doctor. 
3 Aﬀccr lunch ſtupendious Butcherics aRed throughout Chriſtendom, by 
+ tne Ciinrch of Rove, mecrly under the Notion of Supprefling Hereſy, 
; com.5 the Merry Obſeryator; and would perſwade us that g00d mumping 
*, Lam 
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Lad; haa never a Tooth in her Read She Piot 2 She £5nrder 5 No 
ſuch matter , you mult prove tlic Corgruty of ſuch Pratt ices to h:r Poſtiions and 
Cen-luſitions too, or cc by the Maſs he will not2llow us one Inch of a Og- 
piſh Plot. 
| Well, ro humour the Gentlemau, we have given him a few inſtances both 
of her moſt charitable Authoricative Poſitions, and her congruous Practices, 
they that.would ſce morc, aud that this Congruity of Principles and Pra- 
ices in the Church of Rowe is clearly proved, atd 'twas fo betore the Ob- 
ſervator was born, Let chem read the Learned Mortons Diſcovery of Ro- 
miſh Poſitions, and the Detence thereof, dedicated to King Femes, and 
Whites way to the Church, and indeed almoſt any of our Anticnt Divincs 
in their Promclicks againſt the Papiſts, and of late the Right Reverend Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln's accurate Treatiſe, and the Judicious Deans 'of Panls and 
Canterbury, in ſeveral of their reſpective Writings, whereby the falſeneſs 
as well as Scandalouſneſs of this the Obſeryators Afertions will appear : 
And as .:o what relates more particularly to Sr. -Edmundbury Godfrey's 
Caſe, I ſhall craveleave torecite the Words of the Reverend Biſhop of 
St. Aſaph in his Funeral Sermon, p. 29. 30. *As to the Dodtrine of the Fe- 
© {uits, 1n plain terms, ( ſaith that Reverend Perſon) to ſlander another Man 
© indefence of their own Right or Honour, eſpecially for one of the Fa- 
© thers, to do it in Defence of the Society, ſome -hold it plainly lawfal, 
© ſorne lay it's a Yenisl Sin, for the Proofs you may find them together, 
Cin the fifth of the Provincial Letters; If ſo, what ſhould hinder thoſe 
< Men from raiſing all theſe Repores of this perſon, fince it was in defence 
* of themſelves and their Sect, if they Killed him.-—Secondly, That i: 
< was thcir intereſt to Kill him, *tis manifeſt, if they have any deſigns a- 
© oainſt the Government. And if eicher his Zife wou!d have hindered, 
© or diſcouraged them in ir: Or if his Death would diſcourage others, 
©from being ative in their places. © Bur that *ris thc intereſt of their Sect, 
© and of their Church to ſubvert the Governmear, and that they for their 
© parts deſign it now at this preſent ; I think that this is SO PALPABLE, 
< that I ſhould but loole time in proving it. 

© Thirdly, That they hold it Zeawful to Kill in ſuch Cafes, for this, it is 
<ſo plain delivered in their Writings, as any Article of Faith is in the 
©Creed; they ſay firitin general, ro Kill another is Murther indeed, if 
< you do it for Revenge, or any ſuch ſiniſter end. And therefore you 
< muſt be ſure to direct your intemion —__ ; andſo by direRing the intention, 
©ho you dothe ſame a&t, it is not Murther. 

© For Example, ifone threaten to publiſh grievous Crimes of my (elf, or 
© of my Order, when I have noother way to eſcape this, 1 may lawfully Kill 
<him; And'tis plain, that I haveno other way, it he be ready to charge 
©me or my Order before Mcn in Authority, ſaith Farnerws, In like man; 
©ner one may kill another, if ir be indefence of his own Goods, or of the 
© Goods of his Society, ſaith Lsfizs, if one endeavours ſto take away any 
© Life, by revcaling a Secret Crime, I may Kill him ; nay, if he endeavours 
© bur ro takeaway my good Name, by revealing a ſecret Crime, I may 
© kill him, ſaith Zo//us, and the ſame ſaith Falliucirs, Now who that 
knows what Information our friend had againſt them can doubt bur 
© they might lawiully kill him by thoſe Dodtrines, 

<1 know what"any Jeſuite would anſwer to this; they would ſay, 
©Fhart theſe Dotrines are ſome of them delivered as being _ = 

| © latively 
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© culatively true ; that is, they are true in their own Nature, but they 
© are not pradtice ſequende, that 1s, 10 reſpect of the Conſequences they 
© :re not to be reduced to practice : and why lo ' If they be ipeculatively 
* true, why then are they not to be practiſed 5 They themſelves tell you 
«* why, they would caule Dijorders in the Common-wealth : Leſius hatl 
« 2 better reaſon, becauſe if one prattiſe them, he may be Hanged for it. 
© The mean while, if one can do it ſo ſecretly, as not to diſturb the Com- 
* mon-wealth, (and then to be ſure, he ſhall not hang for it) in that Caſe 
<it is to be praQtiſed, according to their Doctrine : Or if not, whilſt it 
* is ſpeculatively true, that the thing it elf is no Sn, who that knows 
«this, and hath a mind to kill another, and ſees his occaſion, will make 
* any ſcruple of-the practice * : | 

Tes, ( they will tell yow ) the Pope hath forbidden it in that Decree of the 
year 1665, which is ſet down in the end of the laſt Roman Index : To their 
ſhame be it ſaid; theſe Dodtrines are torbidden indeed, but not as being un- 
true, nor 45 COntrary tO Gods Word, or havin any Immorality in them : 
Now then ? He ſaith they are adminimum ſcandalolz, at /ca/t apt to give 
offence, ( no doubt the y are, if we Hereticks come to knov them) and therefore 
he chargeth them upon their Obedience to himlelf, zhat they muit not pra- 
iſe theſe Dottrines ; had he -=_ upon their Obedience to God, that had beer 
a dangerous word, it would have made them afraid to prattiſe them even 
in his own Service; he would take heed of that, wet to ſpoil that which may 
be a uſeful Dottrine: But he forbad it forſooth upon Obedience to himſelf ! 
which is ſuch 4 reſtraint that the Pope may take ff when he pleaſeth, and how 
can we tell when he doth, or doth not ? That which is in his own power ſe- 
cretly to do, or not to do, we have only this meaſure by which to Judge > He 
will do whatſoever he ſees bei# for the Catholick Cauſe ; if he ſees it bet for 
the Cauſe, we ſhall lrve ; g not, you fee it is no Sin ta Kill us, even the Pope 
being Judge ;, ſo that we hold our Lives at his Courtefie — Thus that Re- 
verend Prelate. 

What ſay you now, Mr. Obſervator ? Is not this clear proving that the 
lawfulneſs of Plots and Aflaflinations whert againſt Hereticks, or it may 
make for the Catholick Caule, are Politions of the Church of Rome, in- 
ſ{omuch that the Pope will not at any rate condemn them abſolutely, but 
only ſuſpend their being praQiſed during his own pleaſure ? 

Vain and Fallacious 1s therefore your third pretence, that theſe are but 
the Poſitions of here and there a man, not Authoritative Concluſions of 
the Roman Church ; pray tell us in your next, what you mean. by the 
Church of” Rome ? It the Church Virtual, (as they call it, and thereby in- 
tend the Pope) or the Church Repreſentative, whereby they underſtand 
ſuch Cnc as they own to be general ; both theſe we have proved, do 
allow and Command the De#ru#ton of Hereticks : And where ſhall we 
find the Authorized Tenents of that Church, if not inthe publick Writings 


XX ofher Divines ? Sure you are not ignorant that the Church of Rowe, hath 


Licenſers, Inquiſitors, and-Indexes Expurgatory.: 1f, ſhe do not then au> 
thorize ſuch DoQrines, how come they to. ſwarm'.in the Writitigs of 
her moſt Eminent and moſt Honoured DoQors ?* Why are "not theſe 
W Books ſuppreſſed, the Authors puniſhed, the Opinions Anarhettitized ? 
X ui non prohibet gum poteſt jubet : He that connives in ſuch Caſes, juſti- 
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The Obſervators laſt Limitation, That we muſt prove ſuch Poſitions 
to be the Conform Sentiments of the Members in general of that Com: 
munion, is ridiculouſly Extravagant :- Does he himſelf uſe the ſame me- 
chod towards others? And how vain were it for us to ſeek ſuch Conform- 
Sentiments amonglt the Romaniſts, when notwithitanding all their boaſt- 
ed Unity, and intallible Art to preſerve it, yet will they have as many 
fewds and differences amongſt themſelves, as can be found amongſt any 
or all ſorts of Proteſtants ? 

Nor is there, I do verily believe, a greater conſent amongſt them in any 
one Article, than in theſe points, That all Pzoteſtants are Pereticks,aod 
thar dying ſuch, they are unCcapable of Salvation, and riar Pereticks 
are to be deſtroyed; or if there be amongſt them any of ſofter and more 
charitable Sentiments in their private thoughts, yet as they are imbarqued 
in that Church, where the only Compals they {ail by, is to believe im- 
plicicly as the Church- believes, though they do not explicitly under- 
{tand what it 1s, they are tyed up to believe any particular Dogma's ob- 
truded upon them by their Ghoſtly Fathers. Moſt true and notable to 
this purpoſe are the words of the late Lord Chiet Juſtice Scregps, at the 
Tryal of Green, Fc. Fol. 83. ———Tou muſt ſay and belteve as your Prieſt 
will have you ; ana in ſuch Aftions as theſe, as your Prieſt ſnegeſts to Jon, 

ſo does the Dewil ts your Prieſts : Ton are upon the matter Nect//itated to what 
they will have you think, for theugh your Prieſts preach up Freedom of Will, 
yet they allow none to the ' Underſtanding ; they hold you may ao good or 
evil, but will not ſuffer you to underſland Right and Wrong, for you cannot 
be perfetHy theirs, if you have any thing of your own to guide your [elves 
by. I know that every body of that Party is apt to ſay, their Prieſts own no ſuch 
thing : But it s Notozouſly known to ail the Wozld, that they both 
p2int and pzactiſe it : What, jvail any of you diſpute the Power of a Pope, 
ſaith a Jeſuite, or of the Pope and Council, ſay the moſt moderate Prieſts ? 
Have you power to ſay, bow far you will be a Papiſt, and how far not ? You 
may 4s welt bound the Sea, and bid it go fo far and no farther, 4s Limit the 
Popes Authority. No Gentlemen ! Tt the fanlt of your Dottyrine, and "tis « 
monſtrous Miſtake in you, if you think that you have any power over your | lves 
whilſt you continue in their Perſwaſion : Let no man teff me, Oh Sir ! We 
defire none of theſe Miſchiefs you talk of : VVbhat, not if Religion requires it, 
or if the Pope ſays it does ? Hath not the Council of Lateran defined that every 
Popiſh Prince ought to raot out Herefie, upon pain of Damnation ? Can you go 
and tell the Pope how far you wilt believe, or what you ought to do ? You may as 
well tell me, that if he were once with us, and had the Power he once had, he 
would leave ws to Our Selyes ; and that if he had the ſame Ability, he would 
not have the ſame Tyranny. 
I ſhall conclude this particular with that Aﬀeveration of the Judicious 


King James, in his Keep: Novemb. 1605, That as it 1s not tmpoſſible 


but many honeft feduced with ſome Exxozs of Popery, may yet 
I EOP nd fatrhfut Subjects : Soon the other part, none that 
knows. and believes the Gzounds and Schookconcluſions of their 
Doctrine, can ever p:ove good Chrifttans oz faithful Subjects. 


This yoing, 10 the Obſervators laſt Limitation, that we muſt prove ſuch 
Poſitions to be the conform Sentiments of the Members in general of the 


Chuzch of Rowe, is neither poſſible nar requiſite. Muſt we Examine all ” 
| Papiſts 
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1% Papiſts in the World to know their conform Sentiments in general * And 
ZE what if ſome, -r many of them do not believe them ! Yer tince they are 
of the Romiih Communion, and theſe are the Doctrines of their Schools, 
and their greateſt Divines, of their Councils and their Popes, and they 
are bound implicitely to believe as their Church believes ; As ſoon as 
theſe are manifeſted by their / wp Guides to be the DoQtrines of their 

Church ( which will be as oft, and as ſoon as theſe ſpiritual Pol:tirians 
find chem uſctul to their Cauſe ) they mult then belive them, and pra- 
Riſe accordingly. | 

Some of the fore-mentioned Allegations are indeed very frequent 
in the Mouths and Writings of the Jeſuites, and other Emiſlaries of 
Rome, when they would colourably Excuſe their Party ; But *tis mat- 
ter of Surprize to find them muiter'd up, and inſiſted upon by a pro- 
feſt Proteſtant Gentleman, who could not but know how falſe and fri- 
volous they have been proved by ſundry of our Learned Church-mens 
nanſwerable Polemicks. 

Therefore though I have as much value and deference for the Obſerva- 
ors Perſon, and that Figure he makes in the World, as I ought to have ; 
vet as I cannot hinder many Loyal, Zealous, and ever-conſtant Sons of 
he Eſtabliſhr Church, from queſtioning whether ſome of his late Wri- 
ings have ſhewn him ſo ſincere a Champion for, and friead to that 

hurch, as he would be Counted ; or whether indeed, the Church of Rome 
De not more beholding to his Pains ? So the miſchief is, That I'Kknow not 
*ZHow to Anſwer their Objeftions and Queries about his pla ing the Trim- 
xr for the Papiſts. And fince the witty Gentleman himſelf, though ſuf- 
ciently vrovolted and challenged, has declined that Province, I am half 
zady to deſpair of ſeeing it done by any other. 


Obſe:vatort puder hee opprobia noftro, 
Et dict potwiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 
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2X 1. *'Tis wonderful to ſee how ſweet and gentle, how debonair and good- 
Watur'd the Gentleman is every where towards the Papifts, how tender of 
heir Credit, {0 ready and Laborious to Excuſe them, even where no Excuſe 
an be made for them ; as in their before-mentioned Principles, and this 
ry Cale of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey's Murther ; Which Attempts as they 
ere unjuſt and illegal, fo could not poſſibly be any Advantage or Service 
the State or Church of Exzland, but rather tended' to the Scandal of 
th, and adminiſtring a cauſeleſs occaſion to their Enemies to Inſult and 
wmph ; have not the Romaniſts, buſie Jeſuites arid Scriblers enow of 
zir own ? What need was there for the Proteſtant Obſervator to foul 
Fingers in being their Adyocate ? 
£2. 'Tis obſerveable that there's no love loft in the Caſe ; no men more 
>» Ealoully crying up and magnifying the Obſeryator, than the Gentlemen 
the Roman Catholick Communion, and'this-not only. in their common 
courſes, but in.Print ; Thus in a nameleſs Pamphlet, Inticuled, Datg's 
panifeſto, ſaid to be Printed for R. L. 1683, { which I-chink no man ever 
Wubicd to be written by a. Roman ) inp.. 25, [ſpeaking ro Oates ] is this 
Wagcring Rhodomontado ; The. Obſerwator, . a. Perſon of that Emi- 
W: Learning, publick Merit, and known Fidelity to the Eſtabli{ht Gower. 
wt and Church of England, hat zs /o far above thy Calumny at thou art be. 
v eh his Worth and Honefly ; Surely the Devil owed thee an ill turn then he 
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ts 76a thee on to this Raſh: fs . for what can a Villain like thee, expe of leſ 5 thay 
fatal {from ſuch a Head, ſuch a Heart, ſuch a Hand, as that of L'STRAN:. 
GES ? Suitable to this we find in a Pamphlet, Intituled, 7 hz Pacquet of 
Advice from Geneva, Numb. 2. p. 10. L'Cftrange is undoubtedly ſent 
from above, to Act here in this Generation, for ——_— god of his 
King and Countrey ; andtobe—- Uere malleus Kebellium # Pha- 
naticomm — Which lait Pamphlet was diſcovered to be written by 
one Prat a Papiſt, and was ſuppreſſed by the right Reverend Father in 
God, My Lord Biſhop of London, as ſcandalizing the whole Reformation, 
under pretence. of Expoſing Presbyterians.——In brief, no man that 

Converſes with Roman Catholicks, can be ignorant how they hugg, ad- * 
mire, and applaud the Obſervators Writings ; and if I do not miſ-remem. 
ber, he himſelf ſomewhere complains of his Neighbours, for taking notice % 
of the Reſort of the Red-letter'd Tribe, &c. q 
| Now if all this Love and Eſteem from the Papal Party to the Obſerya. 
tor, be meerly on the ſcore of thoſe Services he renders the Government 
and Eſtabliſhr Church ; we muſ$ conclude thoſe People wonderfully chan. © 
ged on the ſuddain, in their AﬀeQtons towards that Church and Govern- 
ment, which ever ſince the Reformation, they have been eager to deſtroy ; 


But we have little reaſon to confide in their pretended Kindneſles, ſince az ® 


the very ſame time, they were themſelves contriving and privately ſpread- * 
ing abroad Libels, highly derogatory to his Majeſties "uſt 
vernment, .and tending to the Scandal and Subverſion of the Church at 3 
preſent Eſtabliſht by Law ; as appears by the late diſcovery made at Ni- © 
thaniel Thompſou's, who was their Inſtrument, tho' a Spark that pretend. 
ed ( in his Sphear ) to as high a pitch of Zeal for the Church and Go- *3 
vernment, as the Obfervator himſelf. . 
The Papifts, and eſpecially their Prieſts and Fathers of the Society, are 
men that underſtand their own Intereſt, and are not wont to be Prodigal | 
of their Favours, but for valuable Conſiderations: And he that is their * # 
Friend, ( let him ſwagger never fo much againſt the Phanaticks ) muſt 3 


be a cloſe Enemy to the Church of Erglard. 


Tuta frequenſque via eft ſub Amici fallere Nomen, 
Tuta frequenſque licet, fit via, Crimen habet. 


"Tis ſafe and frequent too, we ſee ; 
By feigned Frienaſhip to decerve. 
Safe and frequent though it be, 
Tis KNAVERY, #y your leave. 


2. 'Tis Charged by ſome, that whereever the Obſervator /peaks one 
word for the Church of England, it's always Ballanced, though not in i 


Rights and Go- 


rect Terms, by a ſide-wind, for the oppoſite Church beyond the Alps : { Obſerva- hy ? 


tor, Repr. p. 3. ] This I am ſure may juſtly be affirmed, That the Ob- 
ſervator himſelf does effeCtually the ſame thing on the oze fide, which 
he taxes the Phanaticks for doing on the other : For Example, Namb. 
145. ſpeaking to his property, Trimmer, he ſaith ; © There is another thing 
* yet, that utterly ſpoyls the faſhion of potyr Poptiſh Plot, which 's, 
© that you take into it incluſively The poptfhly affected, the Adherents 


* to the Papiſts, the Maſqueraders as you call them ; And _ 
* this 


( 33) 


© this Latitude the Church of Enz lana and the Church of Rome make 
« up one Conſpiracy. | We 

Now to paſs by the Iaſolency of this Expreſſion, I iball only fay, thar 
Yis indeed certain , that thole Terms of Popihly AﬀetFed, Adberents ta 
Papiſts, Fc. have been uſed co very bag purpoles, and that many Honeſt 
Worthy Proteitaar Divines and Gentlemen have been {landered there- 
with, by perſons that have been carrying on FaCtious Deſigns ; And the 
ſatne was very wickedly, done ; but what leſs does the Pbſervatoz2? 1s 
it not plain by this new coined Canting word { r/mmer, he means per- 
ſons Conformable, and viſible proteſt Members of rhe Church of England, 
but holding Coireſpondence with, or favouring the Faxat:cks? So that 
ro call a man a Trimmer, is all one as to call him Mhiggiſhly Aﬀetted, an 
Adherent to the Fanaticks, or a VVhigg in Maſquer ade : Now ſince the Ob- 
ſervator beſtows this Opprobrious Term of 1r:zmers on whom he plea- 
ſes, of either the Clergy or the Layety, as liberally as the Phanaticks can 
do that of Pap-ſhly Afetted; And ince the Papilts are as cunning and as 
malicious too at Bottom againſt the Church of Ex2/and, as the Diſſen 
ters can be for the hearcs of them ; It the one carry on their defign by 
abuling ſound Church-men, as Popiſhly Afetfed, why may nor the other 
alſo advance their deſigns of ſubverting the Church, by Branding real 
Sons with the alle Titles of Trimmers or Phanatically Afeted, and di- 
viding the Church of Exgland within it felf, into Parties and Fattions, 
by ſpreading and atfixing Terms of Diſtintion and Reproach ? For thus 
how eafie would it be for the P apiſts to Ruine the Credit of any Divine 
or M-mber of the Church of Exg/aza, that ſhall zealouſly appear againft 
them ? 'Tis but calling him a Trimmer, and preſently the honeſt Gentle- 
man ſhall be Transformed into the ſhape of a Conſpirator againſt the King, 
and an Exemy to the Church, tho never ſo Jutifufly afkefed to'each ; and 
thus as he complains, Obſervator 145. The true Sons of the Church of Eng- 
land are by th: VVniggs Incorporated into that pretended Popiſh Plot ;' fo it 
will follow, that they may by his Arts be involved in the Odium of the 
Phanatical Plot ; which I have more deference to Truth and Authority 
than to call prezended, as he does the Popiſh one. Do the VVhiggiſh Faction 
call an upright Church-man a Papi/t in Maſquerade ? So does the Popiſh 
Faction call him a Fanarick in Muſquerade, which is alone a Trimmer : Do 
they declare the Papiſt in Maſquerade to be the more pernicious Enemy 
than the proteſt Papiſt ? And has not the Obſervator declared the Trim- 
m:rs, and the Church-l'Vhiegs (as he calls them) to be more dangerous 
tiian the open Fanaticks ? Tour Mahometan Infidel ( faith he ) is an Angel 
to vour Crriitian Infidel : This Balderdaſh of a GOSPELLER, | The very 
Nick-name by which the Papiſts in Queen Mares dayes, called the Holy 
Proteitant Martyrs in Reproach, as the Obſervatoz uſes it here, ] and 4 
TECKELTITE, # of all others the moſt Diabolical Compoſition, Obſerv. 1 4 2. 


4. Another ſhrewd ſign of the Obſervatozs Trimming for the Papifts, 
1s, that in the whole Courſe of his Papers, They are the only Party that 
have evermore his good word, or of whom he altogether ſþcaks well. The 
Proteſt ant Diſſenters are every Mothers Child Trattors and SchiCmaticks, 
Rebels. and Arheiſts : In the Church of England he finds abundance of 
Irimmers and Teckelttes, which he ſays are as bad or worſe than the 
other. But that Objervator is yet to be written (or at leaſt I have not ſeen 


it } 


_——— 
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it) wherein any Papi? is Charged with, or ſo much as- acknowledged 
to be guilty of any Diſloyalty, ill delign againſt the- Churcli of Exgland, 
or other Crime ; Unleſs it be only in a droliing way of ſuppofition; rhathe 
might have room for the more /72izg Blow upon their Adverſaries. 

Nay, he isnot oaly 4#-b himſelf o' that fide of his Mouth, but would 
Muzzle all others too, repreſenting all ſich' as ſhall decry- Popery,. or 
ſpeak of any danger from that Coalt, to be Enemies to the Government 
and Church of England ; And” why T beſeectt you? Becauſe ſome ill 
men have heretofore maſqued ſeditious defigns with that pretext: A 
Goodly Reafon ! As if the Shepherds (in the Fable ) having been once or 
twice deceived with the Boys falſe Alarm, that the Wolf was coming, were 
bound. not to believe when he came indeed, and'made attual havock of 
their choiceſt Lambs. 

The Commons- Houſe of that Long and Loyal Parliament, which began 
the eighth of May 1661. and was continued above ſeventeen years, did 
on the 29th of 4pri/, 1678. ( many months before' Oats and his Plot, as 
the Obſervator 15s pleaſed to call ir,. were heard of) complained of the 
danger ariſing to this Kingdom from the reſtleſs endeavours of Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, and other Popiih Recufants ; and' in their reafons drawn up 
for a Conference with the Lords on that ſubjet, amongft other things 
they fpeak of ſome Perſons Popyſhly inclined, that had got in Commiſſion, 
and that in ſeveral Counties many Proteſtant Diſſenters had been indifted 
under the Notion of Popiſh Recuſants, and the Penalties Levyed upon 
them, when the Papiſts there, had been either rotally or for the moſt 
part diſcharged ; which they attribated to the Remiſsneſs of ſome Offi- 
cers and Minifters of Juſtice. | | 

Now: I deſire the Obſervator to tell us whether thoſe Loya! Senators, 
were Whiggs or Trimmers, or diſaftefted tro the Government and Church 
of Fazland ? If he ſay they were, he will no doubt fay the ſame of 
all the Commons Aſſembled in Parliament at any time ever ſince Queen 
Maries days ; if he will acknowledge them to be the Honeft Loyal Prote- 
ſtant Church of Ezz1aza-Gentlemen, then it will follow both that the 
Papiſts are a dangerous Tort of Cattle; and that before Oats made diſco- 
very of their damnable Por, they were generally obſerved to be arrived to 
a greater degree of Boldxe/s than uſual, 

Beſides, the Pick-pockets ſometimes Cry, Look to yoar Purſes; Yet 
I hope there's no harm in the Caution, nor does it follow, that he is al. 
ways 4 Kpave that gives it, but rather « Foo! that will not take it: 
Whereas the Advancing of ſuch a Conceit, that none but Whzggs ever 
apprehended or ſpeak of Dangers from the PapiFs, is not only an inſut- 
ferable Scandal to the Church of England, and leading to her Ruine, ( for 
*tis not ſo much the Cruſhing of the Phanaticks, as Her Subverfion, that the 
Roman Party really aims at) but alſo tends directly to the Encouraging 
Popery, the Eluding of the moſt neceſſary Laws made for its Suppreſſion, 
and diſcouraging of inferiour Magiſtrates and Officers, from putting them 
in Execution. He is certainly unworthy of the Name of a Loya/ Son of 
the Church of Ez2/azd, that is not an Enemy to the Doctrines and Pra- 
Ctices of Papiſts, and does not upon all occafions as impartially, readily, 
and effettually puniſh their Recuſancy, as he does that of the Diflenters ; 

ſeize Popiſh Prieſts as diligently as Non-Con Miaifters : and is not as 
aQtive to chaſtize the bold Reſort of the one party to their Idolatrous 
: Maſs, 
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Maſs, ſeverely accoroung ro By Laws in force, as he would do the other 
aenting of Conventicles. | | 
= I am, F, ever the Papiſts ſhould get the uppermoſt, they. wpuld | 
make no difference berween a Church of Exg/and Proteſtant, and'the'er- 
*D ranteſt Phanatick. The.Reverend Rzaley that was tor retaining the uſual 
= ments and Ceremonies, as well as the zealous Hooper that declined the 
uſe of them, were both burnt in one and the ſame fear ; Thoſe that now 
Reproach each other to the wounding of Charity and Peace, with the 
odious Names. of Whegs and Tories, it they will not all become down- 
ight thorow pac'd Papiſts, muſt expect to mins te their Blood and Aſhes at 
he ſame Stake : And therefore, I ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould make any 
: Jim. in favour of Pap:ts, beyond other Diſfcnters. ; 
5. Notwithſtanding the Obſervators InveCtives againſt Schiſm, and 1ts 
Il Conſequences, yet his aim ſeems to be: to-have the Schiſm of the- Pro- 
eſtant- Diſſenters from the Church of Exgland ſtill kept xp, rather than to 
ave it Cloſed; or at leaſt to have it determined rather by the nt:er Ruine 
ad Extirpation of all thoſe Diſſenters in, his, Majeſties Dominions, than by 
heir Converſion to a more manly Knowledge, andwiler thoughts about 
he Indifferences in Queſtion : [' Sol:rudrnem cum fecemit, Pacem wocabit ; | 
or what elſe mean his continnal Excitement to Rzzour, and exclaiming 
gainſt all Moderation or fair Treatment to ſuch of the ſaid Proteſtanr- 
Difſenters as joyn themſelves. to the Eftabliſhe Church ? Are not ſuch 
-ourſes likely to harden People in their mil-conceived Prejudices ? Can 
ny thing more prevail with men, and eſpecially Ezgliſb Mer, than Me- 
ods of Addreſs and Kjnadneſs ? And if in any Caſe, eertainly in matters 
eligious ought Love, and Compaſſion, and mutual: Condeſcentions to 
ratiſed ; and if towards any, much more to ſuch as we find incli- 
able and complying. But *tis no very 1nviting Entertainment, if when 
zxendo honeſtly frequent the Church and Sacraments, they muſt yer, and 
vr that very reaſon, do peanance in the Obleryators Black Sheet, and be 
ll worried for Hypocrites. But why, good Mr. Ob/ervater | may not'a 
roteftant-Diſſenter, reclaimed and Conforming, be ſuppoſed to At as 
daſcientiouſly as a Canformins Papilt? To thelatter you never Object 
ypocrifie, or Caution the Church or the Government againſt him as 
Lngerous ; Though always bred a Papiſt and till aſſociating with ſuch, 
t if he has qualified hinfelf a Proteſtant according to Law, if any one 
Ik of his being Poviſhly aftected, he is an Enemy to the Government 
dd the Charch, ſays the Obſervator ; and why not He too, fay I, thar 
ls all the Conforming Difſenters, ( and many thouſands that never were 
"Willenters in their Lives ) Trimmers, or Whrgps, that is, Adberents to the 
banaticks? There muſt needs lurk ſome My/tery in this partiality, for cer 
nly whoever views the Lives, Converſations, and defigns of moſt of 
mar late Conformins Catholicks, and compares them with the Conformiſts 
pm the other fide, muſt nzeds own that the /zrrer appear much more 
e Sincere Converts to the Holy Doftrines, and excellent Devotions of 
e Engliſh Church, than the other, who ſeem to have no regard there- 
to 1n their Lives, nor indeed any ſenſe of Chriſtianity ; Adding no- 
ing of Strength or Beauty to our Church by their pretended Accefſion, 
Wt a greater weight of Sin and Scandal, by obtruding themſelves as her 
p- embers, when {ſhe abominares their al— Ficra arg this the rather, be- 
Wulc the very Prixciples of Papiſts allow them to diſſemble th:ir Rel 210n ; 
which 


*B 
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which cannot be proved of any other S &aries amongſt us. * Some Popiſh 


© Pricits, ( ſays the Learned Dean Stillingfleet ) have contended for it as x 
: ;hing wie xj I them, nor only tO come 10 Our Prayers, and hear our Jer - 
* mons, but to partake of our SACRAMENT S too, which they may al. 
* low, while they hope to carry on their Intereſt -that way ; Bur if once 
*( which God forbid ) the Tide ſhould tura with them, then the Olg 
*Laws of their Church muſt prevail, and nothing would be thought 
*{o wholſome as an INQZUISITION Dy. Stillings-fleet Sermon, 
S. ptember 21. 1673. P- 47- 

Agreeable to which, is the Teſtimony of the Author of that Excellent 
Treatiſe, Intituled, A ſeaſonable Diſcourſe of the neceſſity of maintainin 


0 
O 


the Eſtabliſhed Religion, in Oppoſition to Popery; Publiſht Anno 1673. who 


ifT am n9t miſfiaformed, is the Reverend Biſhop of St. 4/aph before men- 
tioned. Ze xo man ( aith he, p. 34.) be ſo ford to hope for better Term;, 


or Liberty of Conſc.enze, if Popery ſhould now prevail. Let us look into the © 


World and we ſhall [ee oa all hands, that nothing is any where ſuffered to gro:y 
e!ther under or near that Set : Where Proteſtantiſm has beex [0 [lronoly fix'd, a, 
no: to be batter d down atggnce; it has by degrees been perpetually Undermined, 


Witnſs the Proceedings againſt them in Poland, and Hungary, and ſcveril © 
parts of Germany, t%e late Perſecutions in the. Valleys of Piedmonr, and th: 7 
Methods uſed in France to demoliſh their Temples, and diſable them from their 
Employments, and almoſt Exclude them from common Trades. This we ar: © 
ſure of, whatever Articles are, or can be made, of Favour and Compliance, 'tis 
ſomenhbat more than a probable Dottrine, that Faith is not to be kept with Here. ® 
ticks, The Jeſuited Romaniſt is at large by Equivocations to ſay any thin, 
and by direfting of Intention to do any thing ; They can with a very good Con- W 
ſcience diſſemble their own, and pretend to the Proteſtant Profeſſion ; may come © 
to the Devotions of Heathen Idolaters, and that from exp; Lincence from 


his Holines Pope Clement the Eight, upon Account of which, We may 
{ fays Tho. a Jeſu de Converſ. Inhid. p. 854.) be pzeſent without any 


ſcruple at the Kites and Divine Offices of /Jnfidels, Dereticks, and _ 


Schiſmaticks. 


6. The Stile and manner of the Obſervators Writing, is little accommo. F* 
dated to the Gravity and Seriouſneſs of the Church of Exgland, in ſuch #7 
weighty matters as he often meddles with. Serious Humaniſts tax 7» 7 


venal, that whilſt in his Satyrs he inveighs agafnſt the Vices of his Age, "F# 


he does it ſo broadly and fon , that he Teaches what he ſeems to KRe- 
prehend. Our Author in atting his Whizgs and his Trimmers, ules oft-times 
ſuch Language as no good, Loyal or Modeſt men can read without Hor: 
ror ; And TI believe he 1s the fir ff Advocate for any Church in the World 
that ever took the Liberty of Searing fo frequently in Print, and talking 
io irreverently of matters of Religion and State, or of wrapping up hi: 
klchy Conceits in Sacred Language, and abuſing ſo much Scriprure Phraſe: © 
to ſcoffand jeer with ; I confeſs, *tis an humour that is very taking with 
the Gallantillo's of this Age, whereby they endeavour. to make themſelves 
admired by the empty or /eſs ſerious part of Mankind ; The height of this 
PerfeCtion is a little readineſs in Profane Buffoonery, their Wit like Fi/h and 
Touchvood never ſhining but when it Stizts or Rots; and how ogenteel {0- 
ever it may ſeem, *tis no. other Office than the ancient Romans put upor 


their Slaves, when the Graver Perſons had a mind at Banquets and other 
Diver -: 


wh. / 
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'vertifements, to Relax and entertain themſelves 'wicth Tantomines , 'Md 
hus what theſe Mcn cannor make cur in ſold or Learned Diſcourſes, they 
upply wich Comical Droll, or 'Politick Farce, and prove or refute every 
hing by Similitudes, and odd expreffions, and ſo turn the moſt Proms and $er;- 
ws things into Ridicule, | 

Now the indulging and promoting of ehis' Homour, contributes not 2 
i:tle advantage to the Fadtors of Rome , for as it rakes off the due Reve- 
»ce of Holy Word, (the only infallible Engine-againſt Poprry) and that ſeri- 
{neſs of temper (which ſhould always poſſeſs our Souls in things of an E- 
ernal Concernmeit) ſo it corrupts the Fadgment, rendering it volatile, 
eſulcory and rtifling, uncapable of cloſe ſtrift Reaſonings, apt'to be'ih- 
cigled with fumes and tancies, fair ſhews, and ſpecious pretences, the paint 
f Rhetorick and Gew-gaws of Sophiſtry ; wherein the Maſter-perce or princt- 
jal Talent of all the Writersand Pleaders-for Popery, does confiſt. © And 
hen che minds of our Young Gentry and orhers are ſo far debauche with 
his Itch of Vanity, 'Mockage, and Impious Burleſque, as to account inge- 
i015 Railing a Demanſtration, and Railery and Foolinz” Arguments, and ſo 
ecome unſertled as to the practical Principles of Relizton, Reaſon, Morality, 

enare they fit diſpoſed matter for the Papiſts to workWpon, and prolelyre; 
or he that in Truth has NO RELIGION, : is the only fit Perlon to be 
rought co a Profeſſion of THEIRS. _ * | 
'-But here I expe& the 0bſervator thonld with loud Harangues Recrimi- 
ate onthe other ſide, from his Ever-laſtinsz Common-place-Book and Ma- 
azine, The Diſſenters Sayings, ( how f:1thfully Colle&ed, -or how 1»ſth 
hargeable on the whole Party of our Preſent Diſſenters,' 1 ſhall nor here'in- 

ire; but muſt ſay, That IT conceive che Publication thereof in Print 

French, might, tor the Honour of our Nation, and of effe' Proreſtane 
eligion, hava been ſpared): However what the Ew ſhall '6ffer of 

ar' kind, will be*o a5 purpofe, Recriminating others, is-no excuſe for 

mſelf: I am not ApoJogizing for any Party therein guilty , but onely 
er, That the Church of* England deteſts ſnch things; by whomſoever 
raticed ; much leſs docs She allow Calumnies, or Falſe Accuſations in any 
ife, chough againſt the worſt of Men : (No, no, theſe: you have heard, 

e Maxims of-rche Feſuite's Schools.)* And therefore what Regards can the 
þſervator Either bear unto' her, or expeRt-from Her, whil'(t he uſes ſuch 

ſhoneſt Arts - As in this particular Matter about Godfrey's Murtfier, where 

one 06{ervator, Numb. 142. he poſitively aflerts at leaſt fourteen notori- 

13 Capiral Untruths, and Qattutchs in Capitals, with his ſo many Ap Buts, 
duching Bedloe's Evidence, | ; 5 

'7. Laſtly, The 06bſervatar has aftually. made-Inroads upon the Church, 

a deiamed {everal of her able Divines, (by Name or plain 1ndigitati- 

5) every way Conformable, and unblameablc in their Docrines and Con- 

rlations : Nay, he has fuggefted, as'if a Crowded Church, or Numerous 

ence, were a Mark that the Preacher there is a Trimmer, or Diſſaffet#- 
WW Perſor; which is, at one Blowv, to ſtab the Reputation of all the molt A- 
Wc, Paintul, and Excellent Preachers, 'throughout the Nation : And whe 
er this be to ſerve the Church of England, or gratifie her Papal Enemies, 

y awiaing her within her ſelf. as well as keeping the D:ſſenters at a di- 

ace, that all may become the more eaſy a Prey to the inſulting Roma.:- 


ts, 15 19 Uificult t» determine, There gocs a Story, that this Gentle 
| ] ma 
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man had che Vanity ſometime fince to ſtile himfeit, TEE GUIDE 93 
THE INFEXIOR CLERGY ; it leems his Faculcy is now improves in. 
ro a Cerſorſh/ps which he thinkshs may exerc upon any honeſt Clyroy.Mf,, 
of the Church, (and ſome of them, none of the molt Zferior tor ze or 1h 
Parts, {or L:arning or Piety, for 7:tles or Dizunzes) at his Pleaſure, and whe. 8 
this New Eccleſpaſtical VISITOR (of his own m2king) will ſtop, or upvy 
whom he will deſtow the Honour of his next Caſt;gations, who can {orclee 
Conlidering how caufeleſly, and yer how rudel;, he fell upon Ma. SMITHIES. 
(not to mention O-.hers} and withal how weakly, and” yer how anſolently he 
defended ic, in a Couric ,of Calumny, and lewd Language, uadecent ; 
be uled co any Chriiuza, much leſs cowards a Miniſter of the Goſpel, ans # 
a Hriz{t of that Church of which he owns himſelf a Member, Nay ſuck 
2 Conmon-ſhore of flander :5 his Paper come to be eſteemed, and ſo apt © þ* 
reccive any dle ftories, and vent them abroad again in Print; tothe pre. 
judice of any perlons Good Name and Reputation, that 'tis no unuſual din "2 
when two Neighbours fall out, for the ene to threaten the other—}' 1; 
FUT YOU IN THE OBSERV ATOR, s 
Thus (to uſe ene of his owne }irricifms) whillt the C!ub blow the Byz- *Y 
pipes, and the Obſer ior Twedles, the Nation is ſerenad;4 towards a Te. 
bauch with falſe infinuations and daring Fi&110ns . Fattions and Animoli 3 
ries encreaſed by new-Coyned Terms of Diſiin6t:0n «1d Reproach, the [1% 
itice of the Government ſcandaHed, Fuditie! Proceedings unravell'd, milre. -- 
preſented and Calumniated in fayour of XMuriherers and Traitors, The 
Church of Zxgland attacked, and endeavours uſed to divide and weaken % 
her, The Papiſts in all chings juſtified or excuſed, and their Traytoron 
Bloody Dodrinues and Practices, Blanch'd, extenuated, orjincruly denied, 3 
And if there be yet any perſons that will have theſe things accounted 8 
Services to the Government, or the Eſtabliſhe Church of Exglang, I mut 3 
crave leave to ſulpe& either the ſoundaels of their Haderſtandines, or the 
Loyalty of their Afﬀedtions to Both, 's 
; ſhall conclude in the words of the late cited Seafonable Difcourſe, v A? 
36. — If we have any Leave 19 ourReligion, any obhorrence of the groſſef 1 
Superſtition, Error or Idolarry, any regard for the Safety of his Majelly, 
any care of our Lav's, or «ar Eltates, any Concernment for the ſtrength, th 
Wealth, the Namver rf ow Nation, any deſire to hold the Freedom of ou 7 
Coſcience, the Vertue and Honour of our Families, and laſtly any Care i 
ſclf-preſcrvation, ro eſcape Maliacres, and the utmoſt rage of Perſecution; 
It will behoove as 10 beware of the prevailing of that Sed, [the Papiſts] »* 
whoſe ſucceſſes we have reaſon t# expet# to forteit all theſe Intereſts, prrib® 
our ſelves, and b.queath Idolatry, and Beggery and Servitude to our Pofli 7 
rity, 2 
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Whether all Honeſt-Church-of- Zxeland. Men will not (or 'at lei * 
ought nor) believe this Reverend Prelate, of that Church, rather than ti! 
F:egs of an 0bſervator, is the Queſtion. * 


Poſtſcript 
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Poſtſcript, 


"THE Obſervator Nu»:b. 145. falls foul npon Mr. Oates, for ſaying; 

The Popiſh Plot was deſigned in 1679, and be believed it was ſo 18 
1666, &c, But if 0a'es had neyer teld us one Word, ic would have been 
rational to believe, Th:t there has becn a Popiſh Plor one foor ever ſince 
the tenth year of Queen Elizabeth, when the Pope began to Thunder at 
Her, and charged all his Children to refrain going to Church z which was 
the firlt Kiſe of Recuſgncy, Name and Thing - Ifay, cver f{tnce then, 
there has been, and is without deubr a Popith P.ot and Trayterous Con- 
{piracy on foot, and continually going on, in igencral to Subvert our 
Eſtabliſht Church and Goverament, and introdace the Popes Supremacy, 
and dcceſtable Idolatries : (And of marters tending thereunto, as of Mo- 
nies raiſed for promoting the Cat holick Canſe in England, or the likes 
W hy might not Oates ſreMemorials in ſome of riieir Records or Ledger BYoks, 
without incurring that Train of Abſurdities which the Nbſervator (accord- 
ing to his- manner, very pleaſantly, but very inco:ſeq:»i4y) raiſes thereupon? 
Snch 2 continued Plot to have been, our Hiſtories thew; and Campion the 
Tcſuite boaſted, That as long 4s there was one of that Society al;V*, it {hould not 
be deſiſted ; Though truc it is, the ſeveral Scenes or Schiſmes of that Ptorhave 
been varied, and che {Mediums, Aitors, and Methods changed according tg 
the Oppertuniries of Aﬀairs, and different JunRures of times, as might ea- 
fily be Demonſtraced: ; 

But that they had ſome partzexler formed i! Defign upon the Wheel 
againſt his M.: JAties Government, in the Year 1666, ſeems very evident 
trom the T-{timony of one of their own Communien, (though not ſo tho- 
rough-pac'd as their high Church-men, as co the Popes Power over Princes + 
in Temporals) I mean, Fathey Peter Walſh, « Franciſcan Fryer , which becauſe 
ic allo gives a>pecimen of Raman Catholick Loyalty, I ſhall here recite with the 
Occalion, 

You muſt know then, that ſoon after his Majeſties Reſtauration, the Laws 
being put in Execution againſt the Papiſts in Ircland; aud they rcloving to 
Petition his [Majeſty for Ealc therein, were adviled to premiſe therein 
1 Proteſtation of their Loyaliy, which Was drawn up In theſe Words, [as re- 
cited in the faid Father Walfhes Hiſtory of the Loyal Formulary, Printed 


1674. Fol. 7.7] 
Tothe Kings Moſt Excellent «Majeſty. 


The Humble R emonſtrance, Acknowledgment, Pro- 
zeftation, and Petition of the Roman Catholick 
Clergy of Ireland. 


\ / OUR Mapeſties Faithful Subjefts, the Roman Catholick Cler- 
£2) of 1-r Majeſties Kingdom of Ireland, do moſt Humbly Re, 
preſent thu ther preſent State and deplorable Condition ; That bemg m_ 
trulte p 
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eruſted by the indiſpenſable Commiſſion of the King of Kengs, with 
the Cure of Souls, and the Care of their Flocks, in Order to the Admin; 

ration of Sacraments, and Teaching the Petple that perfett Obedience 
which for Conſcience Sake, they are bennd to pay to your Majeſties Cem. 
mands ; They are loaden with Calunintes, and perſecuted with Severity. 
T hat bem oblidged by the Allegiance they owe, and ought tofwear wt 
Your Majeſty, to reveal all Conſpiracies and Praftices a amſt Tour 1 er ſon 
and Royal Authority, that come to ther Knowtedge',, T hey are chem- 
ſelves Clamour'd at as Conſpirators; Plotting the Deftrution of the 
Engliſh amoneft them, without any ground that may give the leaſt Co 
lour to /o foul a Crime, topaſs for probable, in the judgment of any 
Indifferent . Perſon. | 

That their Crimes are as Numerous and Diverſe as are the Inven. 
tions of their Adverſaries : And becauſe they cannot with Freedom appear 
to juſtify their Innocency, all the Fitions und. Allegations againſt them,are 
received as undoubted Verities ; And, which is yet more miſchievous 
the Laiery, upon whoſe Conſciences the Charafter of Prieſthood gives 
them an Influence, ſuffer under all-the Crimes thus falfly imputed to 
them, It being their Adverſaries principal Deſign, That the Iriſh 
whole Eſtates they enjoy, ſhould be reputed Perſons unfit, and ns 
way Worthy any Title to Your Alajeſties Mercy. 

That no Wood comes amiſs to make Arrows for their Deſtrafion, 
for as if the Roman Catholick Clergy, whom they eiteem moſt Crimi- 
nal, were or ought to be a Society (o perte&t, as no Evil, noindilcrect 
perſon ſhould be found amongſt them; They are all of them generally cry- 
ed down for any Crime, whether true or feigned, which is Imputed to one 
of them : . And as if no words could be ſpoken, no Letter written, but with 
the common conſent of them all ; The whole Clergy muſt ſuffer for that 
which is laid to the charge of any particular Perſon amongſt them. 

IWe know. what Odium all the Catholick Clergy lies wnder, by res- 
fon of the Calumnies, with which our Tenents in Religion, and Our De- 
pendance upon the Popes Authority, are afþerſed ; And we humbly bes 
Your Majeſties pardon to vindicate both, by the Enſuing Proteſtation, 
which we make m the Sizht of Heaven, and m the preſence of Your Ma- 
reſty, ſincerely and truely, without Equivocation, or mental Reſervation. 

WE DO ACKNOWLEDGE.. and confeſs Jour Mzjc- 
ſty to be cur true and lawful King, Supream Lord, and Righttul Sovc- 

reign of this Realm of Ireland, and of all other Your Majeſties Dommni- 
ons. | And therefore we do acknowledge and confeſs our ſelves to be Obliged, 
under Pia of Sin, toobey Your Majeſty m all Civil 2nd Temporal 


Aﬀairs, as much as any other of Your Majeſties Subjets, and as the 
Laws 
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Laws and Rules of Government in this Kingdom, do require at 
Our Hands, and that notwitbſtanding any Power or Pretenſion of the 
Pope, or See of Rome, or any Sentence or Declaration; of what kind or 
Onality ſoever, given, or to be given by the Pope, His Predeceſſors, 
or Succeſſors, or by any Authority, Spiritual or Temporal, Proceedinz or 
derived from Elim, or bis See, agamſt Yowr Majeily or Royal Authority ; 
We will ſlull acknowledge and pertorm to the uttermoſt of Our Abilities, 
Our Faithful Loyalty, and True Allegiance to Your Majeſty. And 
IWe openly Diſclam and Renonnce all Forreign Power, be it either Papal 
or Princely, Spiritual or Temporal, in as much as it may ſeem able, or [hall 
pretend to Free, Diſcaarge, or Abſolve us from this Obligation, or 
ſhall any Way give vs Leave or Licence to raiſe Tumults, bear Arms, 
or offer any Violence to Your Majeſties Perſon, Royal Anthority, or to the 
State or Government ; Being all of us ready not only to diſcover, and make 
known to Your Majeſty and to Your Miniſters, all the Treaſons mad: againſt 
Your Majeſty or Them, which ſhall come to Our Hearing : but aiſo to 
loſe Our Lives in Defence of Your Majeſties Perſon and Royal tu; hority, 
and ts i eſiſt with Our beſt Endeavours, all Conſpiracies and Attempts 
againſt Your Majeſty, be they framed, or ſent under what Pretence, or paz 
tronized by what Forrein Power or Authority foever : 4nd further We 
rofeſs, that alt abſolute Princes, and Supream Governours, of what Re- 
Iigion ſoever they be, are Gods Lieutenants on Earth, and that Obe- 
atence is due to them according to the Laws of each Common-Ii ealth, 
eſpettively in all Civil and Temporal Afﬀairs. And therefore, We 
do bere Proteſt againſt all Doftrines to the contrary: And We do hold ir 
Impious, and againſt the Word of God, to maintain that amy Private 
Subject may Kill or murther the Anointed of God his Prince, though of 
different Bzlict and Religion from His : Aud We abbor and deteſt the 


Praflice thereof, as dammable and wicked. 


Theſe being the 'T enents of Our Religion in Point of Loyalty, 
and Submiſſion to Your Majeſties Commands ; and Our Dependance 
on the See ot Rome no wa) intrenching upon that perfeZt obedience 
which by our Birth, by all Laws Divine and Flumane, We are 
bound to Pay to Your Majeſty our Natural and Lawful Soveraign ; 
We humbly beg, Proſtrate at Your Majeſties Feet, that you would be 
pleaſed to Protect us from the ſevere Perſecution We luffer 
meerly for Our Profeſſion in Religion; leaving thoſe that are, 
or hereafter ſhall be guilty of other Crimes, ( and there have bcen 
ſuch in all times, as well by their Pens, as by their Actions ) to 
the Puniſhment preſcribed by the Law. | 

M 'This 


x. HARI 

This Proteftation was conſented toat London by one Popiſh Biſhop of 
reland, and ſeveral of the Catholick Nobility ; But being ſent into lye. 
49d, the generality of their Biſhops and Clergy, though it were ſignified 
unto'thetn that ir was His Majeſties deſire and poſitive direQions that 
they ſhoald gx #t, as an Argument of their purpoſe and Reloiution to 
be more faithful to him hereafter than they had proved to his Father, and 
though they were told rhat ſuch /#b/criprion mult be the only Medivmrg 
procure them that _ from the penal Laws which they delired, [ Walſh 
:b:4em p. 26. ] yet I lay, the generallity of their Clergy refaſed to ſign it; 
And the ſaid Remonſtrance ir ſelf was Condemned by the Theologicaj 
Faculty of Lovain, as containing things Repugnant to the ſincere Profelj,. 
4 of Catholick Religion, and therefore unlawful ana deteſtable : requiring © 
ſuch as had ſubſcribed, to Revoke zt ; and none to ſubſcribe under the 
guilt of Sacriledge, Þ ibidem. Fol. 10. ] And the Popes Internuncio u 
trom m_ likewile Brands it, as invented for the Seduttion of % 
Souls, and adulterating the Sincerity of Faith ; And ſo likewiſe Car. 
dinal Barberini in -a Letter on that occaſion, avows, that it aſſerts 
things contrary to the Catholick Faith, [ Fol. 632.] 's 

Well, after long ſb»#7ing and brangling, the Iriſh Clergy very much | 
delired a National Synod to debate and determine the point, which at | 
laſt was graciouſly condeſcended unto, and granted. ( the Fir/# ſays | 
IWalſh, they had enjoyed fince Queen Maries days; and we hope it | 
will be the laſt, unleſs they had the Honeſty to make better ule of |} 
It. 
ts their Synod met at Dublin, which began the eleventh of | 
June 1666. and continued to fit fifteen days, but 17 all that time could by no | 
arguments or perſwaſions be prevailed with to pals this 7znocent and molt | 
juft and neceſſrry Declaration, and ſo were commanded to 4:ſſo/ve by the 3 
Lord Lieutenant. The reaſon of which their prodigious ob#inacy, is 
thus refdred by the ' ſaid Father Walſh ( who was all along preſent, a 
Principal Member of that Convention, and who uſed a world of pains to ® 
have perſwaded them to approve it )— They had ( faith he) before 
eb/tinately reſolved againſt all Reaſon ; The Miracles and Revolutions they 
expelted from the year 1666. .Thbeir Forreign Intelligence and Expeftations, 
and their Lying Prophecies at home, with many other vain perſwaſions of | 
their own, fixed them unalterable; Theſe are Walſhes own words, p. 703. © 

Here were MIRACLES and REVOLUTIONS, /that is a. Change of 7 
Government, and a Re-eſtabliſhment of the Roman Catholick Religion ) © 
firmly lookt for that year. Here was FORREIGN INTELLIGENCE 7 
ro that purpoſe held about the matter, and from thence VAST EXPE- ©» 


CTATIONS (His Majeſty then actually engaged in a War with France) 


And therefore they would not fo far oblige the Kg, or diſoblige the | 
Pop: in ſo hopeful a junCture, -as to ſubſcribe this honeſt Profeſſion of 7 
Obedience to their Soveraign z -{o very favourably worded as aforc'aid. 
Behold here an illuſtrious and never robe forgotten Precedent of the {0 
much boaſted Loyalty of Papiſts. And let the Obſervator take notice,thele 
were the Authoritative Proceedings of a whole National Cormcil of Por 
piſh Clergy-men; And withal let the Proteſtant Reader remember that 
this wasin that very year 1666. (wherein about two months after thisC- 
tholick Synod in Treland) the City of London was laid in Aſhes, by 1 — 
Kindle 
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iadled by a French Papift (who for the ſame upon his own Confefion was 

xecuted) and carried ON, as Was generally more than ſuſpetted, by Po- 
iſb Hands and Contrivances ; Tho the Obſervator has labour'd hard to 
lear them from the ſame ; But with as little ſincerity, and no more force 
f Argument, than he has uſed in the like Service for them, touching this 

atter of Sir Edmundbury Godfreys Murther. For inſtance, He would 
erſwade us that this Monſicar Hubert was a Proteant ; *Tis true,the Var- 
tafter his Condemnation, did once pretend ſo; but that the ſame was 
Liſe, and ſaid by the injunRion of ſome Prieſt, is very plain. 1. Becauie 
xcing immediately askt whether he were an H«gonore (the common word 
whereby the French call ProteZtants) he earneſtly denied that (that word 

ſeems was not in his Bargain) 2. Being wiſht to Pray heonly muttered 
ver divers times Pater No#er, and Avia Maria, in Latine, and {o ſuffer- 
J— But this matter of Londons- Fire, requires a /arger Diſquiſition which 


God willing) may one day fee the light. 


A — 
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FINES 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas the Obſervator in his Pamphlzt that came out on the 8:4. 
of D-cember Namb. 180, hath maliciouſly and talſly repreſented 
ad named Mr. Jeakizsand Mr, Delaune as the Two Licenſcrs of this Book ;; 
hich he tells his Reader (that he may give the more Credit thereto) 
omes to him from one that Certainly knows ; And alſo that they gave 
heir Judgment upon it That there was nothing in't either againſt Church or 
zate: This is to acquaint the Reader, That neicher Mr. Jez4is nor Mr. 
-laune, did ever read, (or hear aay one elſe read) one line thereof, un. 
il it came out in Print : nor did Mr. Zeatizs ſo much as hear there was 
any ſuch Book written, or in the Preſs, until he ſaw 1t Printed : Which 
vill be teſtified upon Oath, ifneed be. It may therefore well be preſum- 
2d onegreatrealon why he is io concern'd to find out or imagine an Ayu- 
hor and Abettors ſo circumſtanc'd, is, That he may load them wirh Per- 
onal Reflexions, and thereby Elude the Anſwering of the Book : Since 
ehas made bold (as loyal as he pretends himlelt ) to break the Aft of 
ndempnity, that he might refle&t on Mr. Jent/zs ; having no other 
pround, than that ſome of the Obſervators skulking Emillaries have gi- 
en him information as aboveſaid. But by this Specimen of the Obſerves 
ors Truth, the Reader may ſee what Credit is to be given to what he 
ſſerts with the greateſt Confidence ; as if there neecled ng other Confir- 
nation but the Obſervaror*s unqueſtionable Veracity. 
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